Lawsuits  target  PWA 
homelessness 

HUD’s  refusal  to  fund  PWA  housing 
challenged;  New  York  City  forced  to  address 
needs  of  5,000  homeless  PWAs 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  In  an  attempt  to 
force  the  government  to  address  the  housing 
needs  of  thousands  of  homeless  PWAs 
across  the  country,  two  recent  lawsuits  were 
filed  by  organizations  representing  people 
with  AIDS  (PWAs)  and  ARC  (PWARCs) 
and  the  homeless.  In  early  March,  National 
Gay  Rights  Advocates  (NGRA)  will  file  suit 
against  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Ur¬ 
ban  Development  (HUD)  for  failing  to  pro¬ 
vide  low-income  housing  for  PWAs.  And  in 
New  York,  a  trial  court  judge  Jan.  11 
ordered  the  city  to  provide  housing  for  all 
homeless  PWAs.  The  Coalition  for  the 
Homeless,  which  filed  the  suit,  is  currently 
negotiating  with  the  city  about  how  to  im¬ 
plement  the  decision. 

According  to  PWAs  and  their  advocates 
around  the  country,  the  growing  numbers  of 
homeless  PWAs  have  largely  been  ignored 
by  federal,  state  and  city  governments. 
“PWA  homelessness  combines  two  of  the 
most  important  issues  of  the  day  —  AIDS 
and  homelessness,”  said  Ben  Schatz,  direc¬ 
tor  of  NGRA’s  AIDS  Civil  Rights  Project. 
“And  they  are  issues  the  government  must 
address.  For  PWAs,  housing  is  a  life  and 
death  situation.  They  simply  can’t  be  on  the 
streets  and  survive.” 

Chistopher  Babick,  executive  director  of 
New  York’s  PWA  Coalition,  applauded  the 
NGRA  suit  against  the  federal  government. 
He  told  GCN,  “the  government  has  an 
obligation  to  house  PWAs.  It  must  be  held 
accountable.  There  would  not  be  so  many 
homeless  PWAs  or,  for  that  matter,  PWAs 
in  this  country  if  the  government  had  taken 
on  a  leading  role  fighting  AIDS  early  on. 
Now  it  must  pay  the  price.” 

The  NGRA  suit  seeks  to  force  HUD  to 
provide  subsidized  housing  for  PWAs  and 
PWARCs.  The  case  grew  out  of  an  October 
decision  by  HUD  to  deny  a  $1  million  low- 
interest  loan  to  Housing  for  Independent 
People  (HIP),  a  non-profit  housing  agency 
in  San  Jose,  California.  HIP  planned  to 
rehabilitate  four  residences  throughout  the 
city  for  homeless  PWAs.  The  grant  money 
sought  by  HIP  is  distributed  through  a 
HUD  program  that  subsidizes  housing  for 
disabled  people.  But  HUD  officials  argued 
PWAs  do  not  qualify  for  federal  benefits 
because  their  “condition”  is  “not  expected 
to  be  of  long-continued  and  indefinite  dura¬ 
tion.” 

Babick  blasted  HUD’s  position.  He  said 
the  average  life  expectancy  of  PWAs  after 
they  are  diagnosed  has  increased  from  1 1  to 
15  months,  and  that  20  percent  of  PWAs  are 
alive  Five  years  after  diagnosis.  “They  are 
promoting  the  stereotype  that  we  have  been 
Fighting  for  years  —  that  everyone  with 
AIDS  must  die.”  In  fact,  argued  Babick, 
many  physicians  who  have  worked  with 
PWAs  predict  AIDS  will  become  a  chronic 
rather  than  fatal  condition  as  effective 
treatments  are  developed.  Schatz,  who  is 
litigating  the  case,  added,  “Denying  PWAs 
housing  is  the  best  way  to  speed  their 
death.” 

In  the  suit,  NGRA  charges  HUD  with 
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violating  the  Federal  Rehabilitation  Act, 
which  defines  AIDS  as  a  “physical  han¬ 
dicap.”  “HUD’s  apparent  position  —  that 
people  with  AIDS  and  ARC  don’t  live  long 
enough  to  benefit  from  their  program  — 
demonstrates  their  ignorance  about  both 
medicine  and  the  law,”  said  Schatz.  “HUD 
is  no  more  permitted  to  formulate  policy  on 
the  basis  of  erroneous  stereotypes  than  is 
any  employer,  school,  or  hospital  governed 
by  the  Federal  Rehabilitation  Act.” 

HIP  had  hoped  to  provide  housing  for  24 
of  the  estimated  60  homeless  PWAs  in  Santa 
Clara  County,  many  of  whom  are  Latino/a. 
(San  Jose  is  part  of  Santa  Clara  County). 
The  project,  called  “Casa  de  los  Amigos,” 
represents  “one  small  step”  toward  address¬ 
ing  the  special  needs  of  homeless  PWAs  in 
the  area,  according  to  Kerry  Williams,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  project.  “For  PWAs  housing  is  a 
life  and  death  situation.  The  federal  govern¬ 
ment  must  help  out.” 

Williams  said  housing  is  hard  to  come  by 
for  most  PWAs  in  San  Jose.  “PWAs  usually 
don’t  have  a  secure  support  system  in  place. 
They  are  always  on  the  verge  of 
homelessness.”  He  said  PWAs  face  losing 
jobs,  apartments  and  medical  insurance 
when  they  are  diagnosed.  In  addition,  he 
said,  to  qualify  for  federal  health  benefits, 
PWAs  must  “spend  down”  their  assets, 
often  leaving  them  in  poverty. 

Santa  Clara  County  offers  shelters  for 
homeless  people  for  only  a  limited  time, 
Williams  explained.  “After  that  they  are  on 
their  own.”  He  said  poor  PWAs  often 
qualify  for  federal  housing  assistance,  but 
the  waiting  list  for  federally  subsidized 
housing  projects  in  Santa  Clara  County 
numbers  8,000. 

Williams  said  the  HIP  project,  if  funded, 
could  alleviate  the  shortage  of  housing  for 
PWAs.  “[HIP]  has  a  model  project  that 
[could]  provide  ‘scattered  site’  housing  so 
PWAs  can  have  some  choice  of  what 
neighborhood  they  would  like  to  live  in.” 
ARIS,  the  county’s  AIDS  service  organiza¬ 
tion,  is  prepared  to  provide  support  services 
for  PWAs  in  HIP  residences,  he  added. 

Besides  the  lack  of  federal  funding  for  the 
project,  Williams  said  HIP  has  encountered 
problems  getting  residents  to  support  PWA 
homes  in  their  neighborhoods.  “We  have 
come  across  a  shocking  level  of  fear  and  ig¬ 
norance.  We  want  to  just  go  ahead  and 
move  in  as  is  our  right,  but  because  we  have 
some  [state  and  local]  government  funding, 
various  agencies  are  insisting  we  get  ap¬ 
proval  from  neighborhoods.” 

Homeless  PWAs  in  New  York  City 

The  suit  filed  in  New  York  sought  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  homelessness  of  as  many  as  5,000 
PWAs  in  New  York  City  alone.  In  addition, 
the  suit  asked  that  the  city  address  the  needs 
of  the  10  to  1 5  percent  of  the  city’s  estimated 
250,000  homeless  who  have  AIDS-related 
conditions  but  do  not  fall  within  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control’s  (CDC)  strict  deFini- 
tion  of  full-blown  AIDS.  Because  many 
people  who  suffer  from  AIDS-related  con- 
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Sex  and  politics  in 
Rochester 

Hot  panelists  enliven  fifth  in  the  series  of  Town  Meetings 
sponsored  by  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 


By  Michele  Moore 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.  —  Is  it  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  talk  about  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
sex  in  a  small  city  than  in  a  major  metropoli¬ 
tan  area?  Ask  Martin  Hiraga.  Hiraga,  a 
founding  member  of  Rochester’s  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Health  Network,  a  task  force  of  the 
Gay  Alliance  of  Genesee  Valley,  was  ar¬ 
rested  Feb.  1 1  for  placing  fliers  advertising  a 
town  meeting  on  sex  and  politics  on  cars 
parked  outside  two  gay  bars  and  a  “new 
music”  club. 

The  leaflets  advertised  “Sex  in  the  ’90s:  A 
Town  Meeting  on  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisex¬ 
ual  Sex”  —  a  discussion  that  took  place  in 
Rochester  Feb.  14.  It  was  the  fifth  town 
meeting  on  sex  and  politics  sponsored  by  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF)  since  October  1987  and  the  first  to 
be  held  outside  a  large  city.  NGLTF  spon¬ 
sored  the  first  meeting  before  the  National 
March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights,  and  the  three  others  were  held  in 
New  York  City,  San  Francisco  and  again  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Hiraga  was  charged  with  violating  a  little- 
known  municipal  code  that  forbids  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  handbills  —  except  those  adver¬ 
tising  worship  services  —  without  a  permit 
issued  by  the  city.  He  briefly  mentioned  his 
arrest  at  the  town  meeting,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  by  about  100  people.  The  meeting 
opened  with  a  panel  discussion  by  Hiraga 
and  Sue  Cowell  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Health  Network,  NGLTF  staff  member  Sue 
Hyde,  and  Jack  Bradigan  Spula  of  the 
Rochester  Bisexual  Men’s  Network. 

Hiraga  said  his  arrest  is  an  example  of  the 
hatred  heterosexual  society  expresses 
toward  gay  and  lesbian  sexuality.  He  also 
addressed  some  of  the  issues  he  has  faced 
deFining  his  sexuality  as  a  person  of  color. 
“Hets  hate  me  when  1  have  sex.  Whites 
don’t  know  what  to  do  with  me,”  said 
Hiraga,  who  is  Asian. 


Although  he  began  having  sex  with  other 
boys  when  he  was  six,  Hiraga  said  he  didn’t 
identify  himself  as  gay  until  recently  because 
all  the  gay  men  he  met  were  white.  He  said  it 
was  liberating  for  him  to  listen  to  a  Black 
gay  man  and  a  Black  Latina  lesbian  talk 
about  sexuality  at  the  first  town  meeting  on 
sex  and  politics.  “They  were  the  First  people 
of  color  I’d  heard  say,  ‘We  have  sex.’  And 
they  said,  ‘We  don’t  have  to  have  sex  with 
whites,’  ”  he  said. 

Hiraga  said  he  met  a  gay  Asian  male  for 
the  first  time  at  the  March  on  Washington. 
He  said  the  man,  who  was  in  his  fifties  or 
sixties,  told  him  he  stood  on  the  sidelines 
and  watched  the  march  because  he  was 
afraid  to  participate. 

When  he  First  came  out,  Hiraga  said,  he 
had  sex  infrequently.  He  described  trying  to 
pick  up  white  men  in  bars  and  being  rejected 
in  favor  of  blond,  blue-eyed  whites.  He  also 
talked  about  being  taken  home  and  asked  to 
play  with  Ben-Wa  balls  or  be  passive  to  ful¬ 
fill  white  men’s  sexual  fantasies  about 
Asians.  “I  had  a  choice  —  to  be  sexual  and 
do  things  I  didn’t  like  to  do,  or  to  not  have 
sex,”  he  said. 

Because  he  felt  unable  to  communicate 
his  sexual  needs  to  his  partners,  Hiraga  said 
he  started  getting  drunk  or  stoned  in  order 
to  have  sex.  Sometimes  he  became  so  drunk 
he  fell  asleep  during  sex,  Hiraga  said.  He 
said  he  sobered  up  several  years  ago  after 
landing  in  a  hospital  emergency  room  after 
bdng  raped. 

Hiraga,  who  is  a  founding  member  of  the 
Rochester  chapter  of  ACT  UP  (AIDS  Coali¬ 
tion  to  Unleash  Power),  said  that  because  he 
now  has  two  immune  system  disorders  — 
AIDS  Related  Complex  (ARC)  and  Chronic 
Fatigue  Syndrome  (CFS)  —  he  has  to  be 
careful  when  he  has  sex.  He  said  it  is  essen¬ 
tial  that  people  with  AIDS  or  ARC  and 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  think  it  became  so  popular  because  it 
went  to  the  spirit  of  the  times.” 

—  Multiple  Grammy  A  ward  winner 
Bobby  McFerrin,  about  his  hit  song  “Don ’t 
Worry,  Be  Happy.  ”  Three  of  the  four 
Grammys  McFerrin  collected  Feb.  22  were 
for  “Don't  Worry”:  Record  of  the  Year, 
Song  of  the  Year,  and  Best  Pop  Male  Vocal. 

Racist  elected  in 
Louisiana 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  The  former  grand 
wizard  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  founder  of 
the  National  Association  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  White  People  was  elected  to  the 
Louisiana  State  Legislature  Feb.  18.  David 
Duke,  who  called  his  victory  “the  greatest 
upset  in  the  history  of  Louisiana  politics,” 
won  5 1  percent  of  the  votes  in  the  nearly  all- 
white  New  Orleans  suburb  of  Metairie. 

Duke,  who  ran  as  a  Republican,  beat 
longtime  Republican  politico  John  Treen, 
despite  last-minute  endorsements  of  Treen 


David  Duke  sworn  in  Feb.  22. 


by  George  Bush,  Ronald  Reagan  and  other 
Republican  heavyweights.  Lee  Atwater, 
chair  of  the  Republican  National  Commit¬ 
tee,  issued  a  statement  immediately  after 
Duke’s  victory  denouncing  the  ex-Klansman 
and  attempting  to  disassociate  him  from  the 
party.  “David  Duke  is  not  a  Republican,” 
Atwater  was  quoted  as  saying  in  the  Boston 
Globe.  “He’s  a  pretender,  a  charlatan  and  a 
political  opportunist  who  is  looking  for  any 
organization  he  can  to  try  to  legitimize  his 
views  of  racial  and  religious  bigotry  and  in¬ 
tolerance,”  said  the  GOP  head. 

Some  political  analysts  and  others  find 
Atwater’s  comments  about  the  party’s  re¬ 
jection  of  bigotry  misinformed,  at  best.  For 
example,  followers  of  the  1988  presidential 
election  may  remember  that  the  Bush  cam¬ 
paign  was  forced  to  announce  the  “resigna¬ 
tions”  of  several  members  of  Bush’s  cam¬ 
paign  after  they  were  revealed  as  fascist 
and/or  Nazi  collaborators.  A  report 
published  by  Political  Research  Associates 
of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  “Old  Nazis,  the  New 
Right  and  the  Reagan  Administration,”  fur¬ 
ther  revealed  that  several  of  the  exposed 
members  of  the  Bush  campaign’s  Coalition 
of  American  Nationalities  were  also 
members  of  the  Republican  National 
Heritage  Groups  (Nationalities)  Council  — 
the  official  Republican  Party  outreach 
organ  for  ethnic  voters.  Although  the  Bush 
Campaign  insisted  that  the  exposed  col¬ 
laborators  had  resigned  from  the  campaign, 
Margaret  Quigley  of  Political  Research 
Associates  said  there  is  no  evidence  that  they 
were  kicked  off  the  Council.  Atwater  was 
Bush’s  campaign  manager. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Japan  passes  strict 
AIDS  measures 

TOKYO  —  Laws  requiring  doctors  to 
report  the  names  of  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs)  and  allowing  immigration  officials 
to  refuse  entry  to  foreigners  they  suspect 
have  AIDS  have  been  passed  by  the 
Japanese  government  and  are  scheduled  to 
take  effect  some  time  this  month,  according 
to  various  news  sources. 

The  Washington  Post  Wire  Services 
reported  that  the  new  regulations  require 
doctors  to  report  to  government  officials  the 


age,  sex,  and  “probable  means  of  transmis¬ 
sion”  of  all  people  diagnosed  with  AIDS. 
The  law  does  not  require  the  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  all  PWAs  to  be  reported; 
however,  “if  the  patient,  after  diagnosis, 
continues  to  endanger  others,  the  doctor  is 
required  to  report  the  person’s  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  to  local  authorities,”  according  to  the 
report.  In  addition,  the  doctor  may  also 
report  the  names  of  “third  parties  believed 
to  have  infected  the  patient  in  question.” 

Reports  vary  about  the  scope  of  the  im¬ 
migration  measure.  The  Post  Wire  Service 
story  reported  that  the  law  allows  immigra¬ 
tion  officials  to  refuse  entry  to  foreigners 
“deemed  likely  to  spread  AIDS.”  A 
Japanese  Justice  Ministry  official  was 
quoted  saying  “I  can  tell  you  for  sure  ...  we 
have  no  intention  of  demanding  proof”  that 
people  seeking  entry  do  not  have  AIDS.  The 
story  adds  that  the  measure  is  likely  to  be 
“applied  to  people  about  whom  officials 
have  gathered  information  from  other 
governments  or  police  records  indicating 
danger.  Officials  said  they  are  particularly 
worried  about  Southeast  Asian  women  who 
come  to  Japan  as  prostitutes.” 

But  the  Chicago  Tribune  reported  that  the 
immigration  measure  will  “empower 
authorities  to  detain  arriving  foreigners  who 
fit  an  AIDS  profile  —  loosely  defined  as 
those  demonstrating  homosexual  or  drug- 
related  behavior  —  and  require  them  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  an  AIDS  test  before  entering  the 
country.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Censorship  in  S.C. 

MYRTLE  BEACH,  S.C.  —  School 
district  officials  here  have  ordered  librarians 
to  remove  from  library  shelves  any  books 
that  deal  with  homosexuality,  according  to 
The  Front  Page,  a  gay  newspaper  of  the 
Carolinas.  The  paper  reports  that  the  of¬ 
ficials  based  their  action  on  the  1988  Com¬ 
prehensive  Health  Act  which  they  say  for¬ 
bids  students  from  seeing  material  that 
presents  homosexuality  as  an  alternate 
lifestyle. 

Because  librarians  could  not  screen  all 
materials  that  come  into  libraries  for  gay 
content,  fiction,  newspapers,  magazines, 
dictionaries,  encyclopedias,  indexes,  and  in¬ 
structional  television  programs  are  exempt 
from  the  censorship. 

The  Front  Page  reports  that  the  law  also 
bars  teachers  from  referring  to  homosexual 
relationships,  except  when  they  “are 
discussing  transmitted  diseases,  such  as  the 
AIDS  virus.”  Teachers  who  violate  the  law 
may  be  dismissed. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Dyke  TV  character 
in  jeopardy 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Christian  fundamen¬ 
talists  have  mounted  a  massive  letter-writing 
campaign  to  get  ABC  to  remove  an  openly- 
lesbian  character  from  it  series  Heart/Beat, 
set  in  a  women’s  health  clinic.  The  Gay  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Chronicle  in  Ohio  reports  that  the  pro¬ 
ducer  of  the  show  has  received  1400  to  1800 
letters  per  week  demanding  the  dyke’s 
demise. 

A  letter-writing  campaign  to  save  the 
character,  Marilyn,  has  been  undertaken  by 
a  Southern  California  lesbian  organization, 
Southern  California  Women  for  Understan¬ 
ding.  The  group  urges  letters  supporting  the 
character  and  the  show  be  sent  to:  Aaron 
Spelling  Productions,  Warner/Hollywood 
Studios,  1041  North  Formosa  Ave.,  Los 
Angeles,  CA,  90046;  and  to:  ABC-TV,  1330 
Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York,  NY 
10019. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

No  flowers  for 
dudes  on  ice 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.  —  U.S. 
skating  officials  are  working  to  “rub  out  the 
effeminate  image  that  has  clung  to  men’s 
skating  for  decades,”  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe.  Hugh  Graham,  president  of 
the  U.S.  Figure  Skating  Association,  was 
quoted  in  the  February  issue  of  Skating 
magazine  as  saying  the  “mixed  image”  has 
discouraged  boys  from  becoming  skaters. 
Graham  said  that  in  addition  to  quitting  the 
practice  of  giving  male  medalists  bouquets 
when  they  are  standing  on  the  podium 


receiving  their  medals,  he  hopes  to  change 
the  costumes  worn  by  male  skaters. 

“I  am  continually  amazed  that  skaters, 
coaches  and  parents  perceive  sequins,  beads 
and  strange  outfits  as  an  advantage  to  com¬ 
petitors,”  Graham  was  quoted  as  saying. 
New  international  rules  stipulate  that  men’s 
costumes  cannot  be  theatrical  in  nature, 
can’t  expose  the  chest,  and  can’t  have  ex¬ 
cessive  decoration. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Supreme  Court  OKs 
abortion  limits 

WASHINGTON  —  The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  gave  permission  Feb.  22  for  enforce¬ 
ment  of  a  three-year-old  Kentucky  law  that 
requires  pregnant  teenagers  living  at  home 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  both  parents  before 
getting  an  abortion,  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe.  The  Court  took  the  action  without 
issuing  comment  and  without  dissent  noted 
by  any  of  the  justices.  The  law  requires  the 
written  approval  of  both  parents  of  a  minor 
seeking  an  abortion,  unless  she  lives  with 
only  one  parent. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


Lawsuits 

Continued  from  page  I 

ditions  do  not  qualify  for  federal  assistance, 
they  are  often  left  homeless. 

Not  including  hospital  beds  and  shelters, 
the  city  currently  provides  only  58  separate 
low-income  apartments  for  homeless 
PWAs.  Plans  for  an  annex  to  Bailey  House, 
a  city-funded  residence  for  44  homeless 
PWAs,  have  been  held  up  for  over  two 
years.  The  little  housing  the  city  does  pro¬ 
vide  is  often  inappropriate  —  some 
residences  are  in  welfare  hotels  without  kit¬ 
chens,  some  require  walking  up  five  flights 
of  stairs.  Given  these  scarce  resources,  the 
vast  majority  of  homeless  PWAs  end  up  in 
overcrowded  city  shelters,  hospital  beds  or, 
according  to  Babick,  on  the  streets. 

As  a  result,  '  the  Coalition  for  the 
Homeless  filed  suit  against  the  city  on  behalf 
of  a  homeless  PWA  who  was  placed  in  a 
shelter.  Ginny  Shubert,  an  attorney  who 
handles  AIDS  issues  for  the  Coalition, 
criticized  the  conditions  in  most  New  York 
shelters,  but  said  they  are  an  especially  inap¬ 
propriate  way  to  house  homeless  PWAs, 
who  are  particularly  susceptible  to  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  that  are  commonly  spread  in 
shelters.  She  said  physicians  who  work  with 
PWAs  recommend  that  PWA  housing  in¬ 
clude  a  private  bed  and  bathroom,  in  part 
because  many  PWAs  suffer  from  fatigue 
and  diarrhea. 

On  Jan.  11,  a  New  York  trial  court 
judge  ordered  that  all  homeless  PWAs  be 
provided  adequate  housing.  The  city  pro¬ 
vided  temporary  housing  for  the  plaintiff  in 
the  case,  Wayne  Phillips,  but  lawyers  for  the 
city  have  appealed  the  decision  claiming 
New  York  City  lacks  the  funds  to  provide 
adequate  housing  for  its  more  than  5,000 
homeless  PWAs.  The  city  and  the  Coalition 
are  currently  negotiating  over  a  court- 
mandated  procedure  to  evaluate  the  housing 
needs  of  all  homeless  people  who  are  HIV- 
antibody  positive. 

ACT  UP/New  York  held  a  Nov.  21 
demonstration  in  front  of  opulent  Trump 
Tower  in  Manhattan  to  protest  city  tax 
abatements  to  multi-millionaire  developer 
Donald  Trump.  Criticizing  the  city’s  con¬ 
tention  that  it  cannot  afford  to  house  the 
homeless,  ACT  UP  spokesperson  Michael 
Signoreli  pointed  out  that  the  city  owns  over 
3,000  abandoned  buildings  that  could  pro¬ 
vide  enough  space  to  house  every  homeless 
person  in  the  city.  “The  city  provides  no 
housing,  no  education,  or  services  to 
homeless  PWAs.  And  it  provides  no  early 
intervention  or  treatments  for  IV  drug  users 
and  no  access  to  possibly  life  saving 
treatments  such  as  AZT  and  aerosolized 
pentamidine  for  homeless  PWAs.  It’s  a 
disgrace.” 

On  March  28,  in  a  massive  demonstration 
organized  by  ACT  UP,  thousands  of  PWAs 
and  their  supporters  will  take  over  New 
York  City  Hall  to  protest  the  “Koch  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  blatant  negligence,  disregard 
and  mismanagement  in  dealing  with  the 
AIDS  crisis.”  One  of  ACT  UP’s  demands  is 
immediate  housing  for  all  homeless  PWAs 
living  in  the  city. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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those  who  are  HIV-anitbody  positive  talk 
openly  about  sexuality.  (HIV  is  a  virus 
thought  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.) 
“If  we  don’t  start  negotiating  safer  sex  now, 
it  could  have  deadly  consequences,”  Hiraga 
said. 

His  sex  life  has  changed  since  his 
diagnosis  with  the  immune  disorders,  he 
said.  He’s  started  to  eroticize  videos  — 
“completely  safe  sex,  me  and  the  television 
set”  —  and  to  experiment  with  “nipple 
play”  and  carry  “latex  friends  in  my  brief¬ 
case,”  Hiraga  said.  He  said  he’s  learned  a 
lot  about  sex  with  and  without  a  partner, 
but  the  most  important  discovery  has  been 
that  “sex  is  not  a  privilege;  sex  is  my  right.” 

Hiraga  also  said  that  he  has  learned  a  lot 
from  his  sisters  —  his  blood  relatives,  one  of 
whom  is  a  lesbian  and  one  of  whom  is  bisex¬ 
ual,  and  his  lesbian  sisters  in  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  —  about  sex  and  politics,  including 
relationships  between  people  from  different 
backgrounds.  “My  sisters  taught  me 
everything  I  know  about  being  gay  —  about 
tenderness,  about  being  sexy,  about  mixed 
race  relationships,”  he  said. 

NGLTF  staff  member  Sue  Hyde,  in  a 
brief  speech  that  opened  the  town  meeting, 
said  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  to  talk  about 
sex  because  our  oppression  is  based  on  what 
we  do  sexually. 

“Non-gay  people  don’t  hate  us  because  of 
the  shoes  we  wear,”  Hyde  said.  “They  don’t 
hate  us  because  of  the  food  we  eat  or  be¬ 
cause  of  where  we  do  our  banking. 

“When  a  landlord  refuses  to  rent  an 
apartment  to  me  and  my  lover,  it’s  because 
he  or  she  can’t  stand  the  thought  or  the  idea 
that  we  might  ‘do  it’  in  that  apartment,”  she 
said.  “And  when  I  lose  my  job  it’s  because 
my  boss  or  co-workers  can’t  look  at  me 
without  thinking  about  that  queer  kind  of 
sex  I  have....  And  they  think  we  ’re  obsessed 
with  sex.” 

Hyde  said  oppression  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  United  States  is  connected  to  all 
attempts  to  control  and  repress  sexuality. 
She  traced  the  history  of  sodomy  laws  from 
English  common  law  to  this  country,  and 
mentioned  laws  restricting  heterosexual  in¬ 
tercourse  before  marriage,  the  distribution 
of  birth  control  information  and  contracep¬ 
tive  devices,  interracial  marriage  and  preg¬ 
nancy  termination.  All  of  the  laws  except 
those  governing  same-sex  marriage  and  sex¬ 
uality  have  been  reformed,  repealed  or  over¬ 
turned,  she  said. 

The  right  wing’s  struggle  to  outlaw  abor¬ 
tion  is  also  directly  connected  to  its  hatred  of 
lesbian  and  gay  sexuality,  Hyde  added.  “If 
there  are  two  creatures  that  drive  the 
Christo-fascists  crazy,”  she  said,  “it’s  an 
uppity,  sexually-active  woman  or  a  loud, 
proud,  sexually-active  queer.”  “Christo- 
fascist”  is  a  word  Hyde  said  she  coined  to 
describe  “the  whole  spectrum  of  far-right 
family  fetus  fetishists,”  including  President 
George  Bush  and  TV  evangelist  and  1988 
Republican  presidential  candidate  Pat 
Robertson. 

The  Christo-fascists  love  to  talk  about 
homosex,  she  said.  Hyde  recounted  her 
work  with  gay  and  lesbian  activists  on  a 
sodomy  repeal  bill  in  Minnesota.  At  the 
committee  hearings  on  the  measure  about  a 
dozen  right-wing  fundamentalists  preached, 
in  graphic  terms,  against  homosexual  sex. 

“But  when  our  proponents  of  the  sodomy 
repeal  bill  got  up  to  testify,  not  one  word 
was  spoken  about  the  dignity,  the  natural¬ 
ness,  the  normality  or  the  loveliness  of  gay 
and  lesbian  sexuality,”  Hyde  said.  “We 
talked  about  religious  freedom,  and  we  talk¬ 
ed  about  privacy,  and  we  talked  about  AIDS 
safe  sex  educational  materials.  We  talked 
about  everything  except  our  own  sexuality.” 

The  gay  and  lesbian  movement  has  given 
up  to  the  fundamentalists  the  right  to  talk 
about  its  own  sexuality,  according  to  Hyde. 
“Our  own  movement  has  been  afraid  to  talk 
about  our  sexual  freedom  and  self-deter¬ 
mination,”  she  said.  “We  have  permitted 
ourselves  to  be  silenced  by  the  guilt  and 
shame  projected  on  us  by  a  majoritarian 
heterosexual  culture.” 

Hyde  said  she  likes  to  discuss  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  struggles  in  terms  of  “liberation”  and 
“self-determination”  because  it  gives  her  a 
feeling  of  solidarity  with  other  oppressed 
groups  around  the  world.  And  the  white, 
heterosexual,  male  Left  in  the  United  States 
may  understand  the  lesbian  and  gay  move¬ 
ment  better,  she  believes,  if  the  movement 
speaks  in  terms  of  self-determination. 

The  third  panelist,  Rochester  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivist  Sue  Cowell,  spoke  about  the  repres¬ 
sion  of  women’s  and  lesbians’  sexuality.  It’s 
still  painful  for  her  to  recall  experiences  she 


had  as  a  teenager,  Cowell  said,  before  she 
learned  that  women  weren’t  supposed  to  be 
sexual  and  that  young  girls  who  were  sexual¬ 
ly  active  were  labeled  “sluts.” 

Cowell  said  sex  was  the  discussion  topic  at 
a  recent  local  Lesbian  Resource  Center 
meeting  she  attended,  and  the  women  who 
participated  spent  the  first  hour  talking 
about  the  negative  aspects  of  sexuality,  such 
as  abuse  and  harassment.  It’s  important  to 
discuss  these  issues,  Cowell  said,  but  les¬ 
bians  have  to  move  beyond  them  and  learn 
to  make  sex  a  positive  part  of  their  lives. 

As  a  member  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
Network  and  as  Monroe  County’s  AIDS  in¬ 
formation  coordinator,  Cowell  has  had  the 
chance  to  conduct,  with  gay  men,  safer  sex 
workshops  in  Rochester’s  gay  bathhouse. 
She  said  she’s  excited  about  the  new 
dialogue  between  gay  men  and  lesbians 
about  sexuality.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  may 
have  political  differences,  she  added,  but  we 
share  a  preference  for  sex  with  partners  of 
the  same  gender,  and  oppression  based  on 
that  preference. 

“We  can  say  sex  is  private,  but  they  [the 
state]  can  come  into  your  bedroom,” 
Cowell  said.  “You  know  damn  well  if  Mar¬ 
tin  [Hiraga]  had  been  distributing  pizza 
fliers,  he  wouldn’t  have  been  arrested.  We 
can’t  let  others  define  our  sexuality.” 

Jack  Bradigan  Spula,  who  founded  a  bi¬ 
sexual  men’s  group  in  Rochester  several 
months  ago,  echoed  Hyde’s  and  Cowell’s 
comments  on  self-determination.  Recently, 


Martin  Hiraga  (far  right)  at  civil  disobedience  ac¬ 
tion  at  Food  and  Drug  Administration  head¬ 
quarters  in  October,  1988. 


he  said,  he’s  been  made  to  feel  that  bisex¬ 
uality  has  to  be  explained  and  defended. 

“There’s  nothing  confused  or  confusing 
or  fence-sitting  about  it,”  Bradigan  Spula 
said.  “The  challenges  are  made  because 
bisexuality,  as  other  kinds  of  sexuality,  has 
been  attacked  over  the  millenia.” 

Bisexual  men  and  women  are  getting 
together  now,  politically  and  sexually,  and 
exploring  safe  sexual  options  —  within  and 
outside  monogamous  relationships  —  in¬ 
cluding  erotic  massage  and  mutual  mastur¬ 
bation,  he  said.  This  kind  of  experimenta¬ 
tion  is  especially  important  for  men,  he  add¬ 
ed,  who  are  too  “cock-centered.” 

Many  women  see  heterosexual  men  as 
“over-sexed,”  Bradigan  Spula  said,  but  it’s 
more  accurate  to  say  that  they’re  sexist.  Men 
see  their  penises  as  a  source  of  power  as  well 
as  pleasure,  he  added.  He’d  like  to  see  men 
open  up  to  other  kinds  of  eroticization.  For 
example,  he  said,  in  this  culture  there  is  no 
discussion  about  men’s  breasts,  because  to 
do  so  would  remind  men  of  their  similarities 
to  women  and  keep  men  from  being  so 
“phallocentric.” 

Bradigan  Spula  said  that  when  he  was  a 
boy,  he  was  attracted  to  women,  but  only 
had  sex  with  his  male  friends.  He  said  he  and 
his  friends  didn’t  know  that  what  they  were 
doing  with  each  other  —  “mostly  fondling 
each  other’s  cocks”  —  was  considered 
wrong.  As  he  and  his  friends  grew  up,  they 
had  sex  with  each  other  less  and  learned  to 
behave  in  more  heterosexist  ways  as  they 
learned  that  the  culture  expected  them  to 
grow  up  to  be  heterosexual  procreators  and 
breadwinners,  he  said. 

He  didn’t  have  sex  with  a  man  again  until 
he  was  30,  and  he’s  found  that  he  now  en¬ 
joys  what  he  liked  sexually  when  he  was  six. 
Bradigan  Spula  said:  “The  ways  in  which  we 
were  exploratory  returned  in  my  adult  sex¬ 
ual  life.” 

A  few  of  the  audience  questions  that 
followed  the  panel  discussion  also  examined 


Many  AIDS  measures  face 
Mass.  Legislature 

HIV-antibody  testing  and  confidentiality  addressed  by 
several  bills 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  No  fewer  than  ten  bills  ad¬ 
dressing  various  aspects  of  AIDS  will  come 
before  the  Health  Care  Committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  March  8.  Most  of 
the  bills  address  testing  and  confidentiality 
issues,  but  other  bills  cover  insurance 
regulations,  decriminalizing  non¬ 
prescription  possession  of  hypodermic 
needles,  and  a  “living  will”  bill,  which 
would  enable  people  to  outline  their  wishes 
for  care  options  in  the  event  of  a  debilitating 
illness. 

One  bill  introduced  in  the  Senate  requir¬ 
ing  HIV  antibody  testing  of  prisoners  has 
been  challenged  by  both  lesbian/gay  and 
prisoner  advocates.  “I  don’t  see  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  that  [bill],”  said  Denise  McWilliams, 
director  of  the  AIDS  Law  Project  at  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders. 
“All  that  allows  is  prison  officials  to  iden¬ 
tify  and  segregate  HIV  positive  people.” 
(HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by  many  to  be  a 
cause  of  AIDS.)  Gay  and  Lesbian  Prisoner 
Project  Coordinator  Mike  Riegle  added, 
“Mandatory  testing  would  be  a  disaster. 
Basically,  your  life  is  in  danger  both  from 
other  prisoners  —  who  are  kept  in  a  fairly  ig¬ 
norant  state  about  how  HIV  is  transmitted 
so  they’re  scared  —  and  from  the  [prison] 
administration  because  of  their 
homophobic  bigotry.  These  people  are 
always  willing  to  go  after  queers,  and  now 
with  AIDS  being  associated  with  homosex¬ 
uality,  they  feel  very  self-righteously  ag¬ 
gressive.  They  go  after  people  who  test 
positive  [for  HIV  antibodies]  with  a 
vengeance.  Very  few  people  [in  prison  ad¬ 
ministrations]  distinguish  between  people 
being  HIV  positive  and  having  AIDS.” 

McWilliams  added,  “I  don’t  believe  in 
confidentiality  generally.  I  know  it  doesn’t 
exist  in  a  prison.” 

Another  controversial  bill  introduced  into 
the  House  that  raises  HIV  testing  and  con¬ 
fidentiality  issues  would  require  the  testing 
of  rapists.  Sponsored  by  Larry  Giordano 
(D-Methuen),  the  bill  would  require  people 
convicted  of  rape  to  submit  to  HIV- 
antibody  testing,  and  their  test  results  to  be 
released  to  the  rapist’s  sexual  contacts  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  victim  —  and  the  victim’s  sexual 
contacts.  McWilliams  pointed  out  that  at 
the  rate  the  legal  system  usually  progresses, 
convictions  for  rape  are  unlikely  to  occur 
until  at  least  18  months  after  the  rape.  She 
asserted  that  rape  victims  concerned  about 
their  HIV  status  should  have  their  own 
testing  done,  regardless  of  when  and 
whether  their  rapist  is  convicted. 
McWilliams  also  noted  that  focusing  on  the 
health  risks  of  rape  takes  the  emphasis  off 
rape  as  a  crime.  This  emphasis  on  the  health 
risk  involved  with  rape,  said  McWilliams,  is 
“another  step  this  country  will  take  ...  to 
minimize  rape.” 

One  bill  addressing  testing  and  confiden¬ 
tiality  that  McWilliams  supports  would 
allow  physicians  to  disclose  to  people  deem¬ 
ed  to  be  at  risk  of  exposure  to  HIV  that  one 
of  their  sexual  partners  had  tested  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  positive.  People  at  risk  would  include 
anyone  the  physician  knows  to  be  a  current 
sexual  partner. 

The  bill  also  includes  a  provision  that 
would  enable  the  Massachusetts  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health  (DPH)  to  inform  sex¬ 
ual  partners  of  HIV  antibody  positive  in¬ 
dividuals  that  they  may  have  been  exposed 
to  HIV.  This  notification  would  not  include 
identification  of  the  person  who  tested 
positive.  Health  providers  who  may  come 
into  contact  with  the  blood  of  an  HIV- 
antibody-positive  person  or  who  performed 
an  “invasive”  procedure  such  as  surgery 


would  also  be  informed  of  the  patient’s  HIV 
antibody  status  under  the  bill’s  provisions. 
This  bill  would  also  allow  a  physician’s 
license  to  be  revoked  if  he  or  she  refused  to 
treat  an  HIV-antibody-positive  individual. 

Two  insurance  bills  have  been  filed  in  the 
House,  also  to  be  heard  March  8.  House 
4901  gives  power  to  the  Massachusetts  in¬ 
surance  commissioner  to  decide  whether  to 
allow  insurance  companies  to  require  ap¬ 
plicants  to  be  tested  for  HIV  antibodies.  The 
bill  would  also  allow  the  commissioner  to  set 
regulations  to  assure  the  confidentiality  of 
test  results  and  to  require  that  insurance 
companies  use  laboratories  for  all  testing 
that  have  documented  minimal  error  in  test 
results.  At  present,  there  is  no  government 
oversight  of  labs  that  insurance  companies 
use  for  running  tests  on  prospective  policy¬ 
holders. 

A  second  insurance  bill,  the  Continuity 
Coverage  Bill,  House  4900,  would  prevent 
insurance  companies  from  abusing 
“adverse  selection”  policies,  according  to 
Susan  Sherry,  executive  director  of  Health 
Care  For  All,  a  statewide  coalition  of  80 
consumer  organizations.  Adverse  selection 
refers  to  policies  insurance  companies  use  to 
protect  them  from  people  who  do  not  pur¬ 
chase  insurance  until  they  discover  an  il¬ 
lness.  Often  companies  insure  policyholders 
with  the  exception  of  pre-existing  condi¬ 
tions,  or  companies  impose  a  waiting  period 
during  which  policyholders  cannot  file 
claims.  The  Continuity  of  Coverage  Bill 
would  disallow  pre-existing  condition  exclu¬ 
sions  and  waiting  periods  as  long  as  people 
can  prove  they  have  been  insured  previous¬ 
ly.  Sherry,  who  is  hopeful  about  the  bill’s 
passage,  said  that  support  for  the  bill  is 
broad.  Sherry  cited  several  examples  of 
situations  where  people  were  denied  private 
health  insurance  when  they  changed  jobs 
even  though  they  had  previously  been  in¬ 
sured.  Adults  with  disabled  children  and 
women  who  had  been  successfully  treated 
for  breast  cancer  are  often  discriminated 
against  by  insurance  companies,  said 
Sherry.  In  each  instance,  she  noted  that  the 
individuals  and  the  state  were  left  to  foot  ex¬ 
tensive  medical  bills.  She  further  asserted 
that  “what  AIDS  has  done  has  dramatized 
this  ...  discrimination/dumping  in  the 
health  care  system  by  private  industries.” 

The  Living  Will  Bill  also  has  implications 
for  people  with  illnesses  other  than  those 
which  are  AIDS-related.  Living  wills  are 
already  used  as  documents  in  which  people 
convey  their  concerns  and  choices  about 
treatment  they  wish  to  receive  in  the  event  of 
a  debilitating  illness.  This  bill  would  lend 
more  legal  credence  to  living  wills. 

The  bill  to  decriminalize  the  possession  of 
hypodermic  needles  has  been  introduced 
again.  Supporters  of  the  bill  claim  that  if 
drug  addicts  were  able  to  purchase  hypoder¬ 
mic  needles  and  syringes  in  pharmacies  — 
rather  than  on  the  street  —  the  transmission 
of  HIV  by  shared  needles  would  be  greatly 
decreased. 

The  VD/HIV  Bill  has  also  been  rein¬ 
troduced  in  the  Senate,  but  lesbian/gay  and 
AIDS  advocates  say  it  is  unlikely  the  bill  will 
pass.  In  effect,  the  bill  incorporates  AIDS 
into  existing  statutes  dealing  with  venereal 
disease.  It  would  require  the  names  of  those 
who  have  tested  positive  for  HIV  antibodies 
to  be  reported  to  DPH.  There  are  also  provi¬ 
sions  in  the  bill  that  require  DPH  to  report 
the  names  of  HIV-antibody-positive  people 
to  local  boards  of  health  and  allow  govern¬ 
ment  officials  to  impose  quarantine 
measures.  □ 


new  sexual  explorations.  One  woman  descri¬ 
bed  her  recent  efforts  to  step  outside 
politically  correct  boundaries  to  “reclaim” 
her  sexuality.  “I  had  a  hard  time  telling  my 
lover  I  wanted  to  do  certain  things  I  thought 
lesbians  weren’t  supposed  to  do,”  she  said. 
“But  I’ve  been  willing  to  listen  to  what  I  like 
instead  of  denying  it.” 

Now,  the  woman  said,  she  and  her  lover 
watch  heterosexual  and  gay  male  sex  videos, 
and  they’ve  overcome  their  negative  feelings 
about  dildos  looking  like  penises  in  order  to 
incorporate  the  toys  into  their  sex  play. 


Some  of  the  other  questions  dealt  with  the 
connections  between  sex  and  love,  the  in¬ 
tegration  of  gay  and  lesbian  sexuality  with 
spirituality,  lesbian  and  gay  material  in 
adult  bookstores  and  the  ever-popular 
query,  “What  was  the  best  sex  you  ever 
had?”  □ 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten.  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ('indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Bisexuals  marched  too 

Dear  GCN : 

I  recently  attended  Joan  E.  Biren’s  slide 
show  “For  Love  and  For  Life:  The  1987 
March  on  Washington  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Rights”  sponsored  by  GCN.  It  was  a 
wonderful  high  and  brought  me  back  to 
D.C.  where  the  adrenalin  flowed  for  the 
bisexual  community,  as  well  as  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  Among  the  “firsts”  that  took 
place  that  weekend  was  the  first  national 
meeting  of  bisexuals.  While  I  stood  on  the 
Ellipse  selling  “bi  pride”  buttons,  several 
people  came  up  to  me  and  said  “I’m  so  glad 
you’re  here,  but  I  can’t  wear  one  of  these 
buttons.  Maybe  next  year.”  There  was  also 
the  lesbian  who  bought  her  bisexual  lover  a 
button  and  was  genuinely  proud  and  sup¬ 
portive  of  her.  When  we  discovered  that  the 
bi  contingent  had  been  given  a  place  at  the 
back  of  the  March,  we  said  “hell  no”  and 
took  our  banners  and  hopped  in  in  front  of 
the  Gay  Celtic  Society.  And  when  the  only 
mention  of  bisexuals  made  from  the  podium 
was  by  a  comedian  who  welcomed  “gays, 
lesbians  and  those  of  you  who  are 
confused,”  a  group  of  us  went  backstage  to 
explain  to  her  that  we  know  who  we  are,  we 
know  why  we’re  here  and  we’re  offended  at 
such  references.  So,  yes,  I  was  at  the  March 
and  I  sat  through  the  slide  show  reliving  that 
exhilarating  weekend  and  hoping  there’d  be 
some  reference  made  to  bisexuals  as  part  of 
the  movement.  But  there  wasn’t. 

Fighting  lesbian  and  gay  oppression  is  not 
new  to  me.  I  did  it  as  a  lesbian  throughout 
the  early  1980s,  and  I  have  continued  to  do  it 
for  the  past  four  years  as  a  bisexual. 
However,  the  oppression  of  bisexuals  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  communities  feels  very 
similar  to  me  to  the  oppression  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians  in  straight  society.  In  par¬ 
ticular,  I  am  concerned  about  the  ways  in 
which  bisexuals  are  told  (sometimes  subtly, 
sometimes  overtly)  that  we  do  not  exist,  that 
we  do  not  count  and  that  we  do  not  belong. 
The  fact  is  that  many  bisexuals  have  been  ac¬ 
tive  members  of  the  lesbian/gay  community 
for  years.  Pretending  we’re  not  there 
doesn’t  make  us  go  away.  It  also  doesn’t 
make  us  come  out  as  gay  or  lesbian.  Instead 
it  makes  us  feel  invisible,  invalidated  and 
angry. 

People  come  to  their  bisexuality  in  many 
different  ways.  For  some,  identifying  as 
bisexual  can  be  a  step  toward  coming  out  as 
lesbian  or  gay.  For  others  [the  term]  gay/les- 
bian  felt  right  for  a  time,  but  now  [the  term] 
bisexual  feels  more  honest.  Thank  goodness 
there’s  a  bisexual  community  to  nurture 
those  transitions  and  to  speak  up  when 
bisexuals  are  made  invisible.  I  want  to  thank 
the  two  women  who  raised  the  issue  of  bi  in¬ 
visibility  at  the  slide  show  and  I  hope  that  in 
the  future  the  gay  community  will  be  more 
open  to  and  appreciative  of  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  its  bisexual  members. 

Sharon  Gonsalves 
Arlington,  Mass. 

Executing  justice 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  freelance  writer  for  the  Alternate 
News,  our  gay/lesbian  weekly 
newsmagazine  in  Kansas  City.  I  may  be  the 
only  gay  person  in  the  United  States  who 
feels  this  way,  but  I  think  the  Gay  Alliance 
in  Dallas  is  seriously  over-reacting  to  the 
situation  with  Judge  Hampton. 

In  the  January  29-February  4  issue  of 
GCN,  the  Judge  was  reported  to  have 
apologized  for  his  admittedly  inappropriate 
remarks.  [Ed.  —  Hampton  had  earlier 
stated  that  he  gave  the  killer  of  two  gay  men 


a  lenient  sentence  because  the  men  were 
“queer.”]  Like  many  people  do,  he  spoke 
before  thinking  and  he  has  apologized. 
What  more  do  you  want  from  the  man? 
Blood? 

What  you  should  be  seeking  is  not  the 
removal  of  this  man  from  office.  What  you 
should  be  seeking  is  a  new  trial  for  Richard 
Bednarski.  No  matter  how  poorly  the  Judge 
handled  the  situation,  Bednarski  is  the  one 
who  killed  those  two  men  and  it’s  he  you 
should  be  seeking  action  against.  Before 
making  his  blunder,  Judge  Hampton  was  no 
doubt  responsible  for  the  execution  of 
justice  hundreds  of  times.  How  would  you 
like  to  be  fired  from  your  job  for  making 
just  one  mistake? 

Sincerely, 
Elaine  Joanschild  Hines 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Let’s  give  them  their  flowers 
while  they  live 

Dear  GCN: 

I  wish  to  thank  you  for  another  excellent 
job!  The  tribute  to  Joseph  Beam  was  a 
jewel!  As  I  read  the  tribute  with  hurt,  hap¬ 
piness  and  a  host  of  other  mixed  emotions,  I 
feel  the  loss  to  the  Gay  Community  and 
others  Joseph  touched  thru  his  writing. 

As  we  celebrate  Black  history  let’s  not 
forget  those  in  our  community  that  need  to 
be  honored  and  give  them  their  flowers 
while  they  live. 

The  book  Joseph  Beam  edited  (In  the 
Life)  is  one  of,  if  not  the,  greatest  books  I 
ever  read.  I  was  honored  to  have  a  signed 
copy.  It  was  and  still  is  the  only  copy  in  the 
Alabama  Prison  System.  Sharing  such  a 
book  with  others  makes  it  hard  to  keep  up 
with.  Every  gay  household  should  have  a 
copy.  Teaching  gay  people,  whether  Red, 
Yellow,  Black  or  White,  to  speakout  and  let 
others  know  about  themselves  so  they  don’t 
have  to  take  to  their  graves  their  true  feeling 
of  Being  Gay!  There  are  other  Joseph 
Beams  and  James  Baldwins  out  there  that 
only  need  someone  to  say  ‘Write  about  it! 
Share  it  with  our  community!’ 

I  once  read  a  story  by  Craig  Harris  ‘Cut 
off  from  among  their  people’.  Let’s  not  be 
cut  off  from  among  our  people.  Let’s  write 
and  speak  out  and  keep  our  community 
strong! 

Nathaniel  Barnes 
136238  (H-85) 

_  100  Warrior  Lane 

Bessemer,  AL  35023 

A  PWA’s  sister  and  a  mother 
of  four 

Dear  GCN: 

AIDS.  I  am  sick  to  death  of  hearing  about 
it.  In  particular,  I  am  positively  nauseated  at 
the  self-righteous  attitudes  of  the  moral  ma¬ 
jority  regarding  AIDS.  I’m  sure  it  is  simply 
an  oversight  on  the  part  of  our  incumbent 
politicos  that  they  haven’t  accused  each 
other  of  having  it.  God  knows,  they  have 
hurled  every  other  accusation  in  the  book  at 
each  other. 

I  have  a  younger  brother.  He  is  hand¬ 
some,  witty,  charming  and  generous  to  a 
fault.  He  is  warm,  caring  and  kind  to 
children  and  animals.  This  is  how  I  see  him. 
He,  incidentally,  has  AIDS,  if  you  want  to 
dwell  on  his  medical  profile.  I  think  with  the 
hysterical  hype  shoved  down  our  throats  by 
sensationalistic  media,  we  have  overlooked 
that  underneath  this  unfortunate  illness  are 
real  people,  with  real  emotions  and  real  feel¬ 
ings.  They  were  born,  hugged  and  rocked  as 
babies;  they  have  hopes  and  dreams  and 
aspirations  as  they  grow  up,  just  as  those 
people  not  afflicted  with  AIDS.  To  hear  the 
press,  it  is  a  wonder  legislation  hasn’t  been 
passed  mandating  a  person  with  AIDS  be 
branded  so  those  who  don’t  have  it  yet  can 
keep  their  distance.  Perhaps  a  big  red  “A” 
would  be  appropriate.  To  carry  this  thought 
a  step  further,  perhaps  we  could  put  “C” 
for  cancer  patients,  “H”  for  herpes,  “E” 
for  epileptics,  and  so  forth. 

If  this  sounds  ridiculous,  that  is  my  in¬ 
tent.  Granted,  AIDS  is  a  serious  illness 
which  is  life  threatening.  While  strides  are 
slowly  being  made  to  combat  AIDS,  there  is 
no  cure  as  yet.  Intelligent  people  realize  that 
people  with  AIDS  pose  no  overt  threat  pro¬ 
vided  simple  precautionary  measures  are 
taken. 

I  think  the  key  is  education.  As  a  mother 
of  four  elementary  school  age  children,  I 
can  attest  to  tne  fact  that  they,  in  any  event, 
have  been  made  well  aware  of  AIDS  at 
school  and  at  home.  Unfortunately,  the 
focus  of  their  education  at  school  has  been 
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“As  a  weekly  with  a  strong  focus  on  news,  this  is  the  paper  I  rely 
on  to  tell  me  what  I  need  to  know  about  current  lesbian  and  gay 
issues.  Its  arts  and  book  reviews  and  its  political  analysis  are  an  add¬ 


ed  bonus. 


—Read  Weaver 
Utne  Reader 


“The  only  nationally  circulating  weekly  for  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
GCN  provides  an  important  forum  for  debate  on... the  gay  libera¬ 
tion  movement.  Read  by  all  activists  in  the  movement,...  GCN  is 
one... paper  where  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  worked  together  pro¬ 
ductively.  It  is  the  newspaper  of  record  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 

movement-  -Dan  Tsang 

Magazines  for  Libraries,  5th  ed. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


directed  to  prevention  in  terms  of  not  shar¬ 
ing  needles,  and  using  condoms  if  you  have 
sex.  At  the  present  time  my  children 
associate  AIDS  with  ‘dirty  drug-using  fags’. 
So  do  many  adults  I  know.  While  I  have 
tried  to  instruct  my  children  otherwise,  it  is 
difficult  for  them  to  perceive  it  as  not  easily 
communicable  when  they  see,  read  and  hear 
the  usual  connotations  elsewhere.  If  my 
children  are  representative  of  their  genera¬ 
tion  who  will  grow  up  and  take  their  place  in 
society,  and  they  have  the  narrow  opinions 
they  have  now,  I  shudder  at  what  the  world 
will  be  like  20  years  from  now. 

While  I  would  like  to  sign  my  legal  name 
to  this,  I  cannot,  because  of  the  hysteria 
about  AIDS  which  has  permeated  this  socie¬ 
ty.  I  think  I  have  a  good  handle  on  AIDS, 
but  unfortunately  the  rest  of  my  family 
doesn’t.  My  parents  go  to  great  pains  to 
conceal  my  brother’s  illness  outside  the  im¬ 
mediate  family  nucleus.  My  parents  are  go¬ 
ing  abroad  shortly,  and  my  mother  fears 
they  won’t  let  her  in  the  country  if  they  find 
out  my  brother  has  AIDS.  My  sister  and 
other  brother  refuse  to  allow  my  brother  to 
enter  their  houses  or  come  in  contact  with 
them  for  fear  it  will  infect  their  homes  with 
“AIDS  bugs”.  One  of  them  is  a  supervisor 
in  a  clinical  portion  of  a  hospital,  if  you  can 
believe  it.  My  own  husband  worries  about 
the  time  I  spend  visiting  my  brother  in 
prison,  for  fear  of  the  children  or  myself 
becoming  infected.  I  think  they  are  the  real 
victims,  don’t  you? 

_  A  PWA’s  sister 

(Name  withheld  by  request) 


An  open  letter  to  a  closed  mind 


By  M.A.  Define 

Do  me  a  favor.  Please.  Don’t  pick  me  out 
of  the  crowd  at  the  bar  in  order  to  subject 
me  to  a  20  minute  dissertation  on  how 
you’re  “really  not  gay,  just  confused.” 
Frankly,  Mr.  Macho,  I  don’t  give  a  damn. 
And  stop  glancing  over  my  shoulder.  I 
doubt  very  much  the  “homo  spotter”  task 
force  is  sneaking  around  with  hidden 
cameras.  Look,  it  isn’t  that  I  don’t  enjoy 
talking  with  new  people.  It’s  just  that  I 
don’t  particularly  care  to  talk  to  you. 

So  please  don’t  tell  me  how  your  family 
would  just  die  if  they  even  suspected  that 
you  might  be  ...  well,  you  know.  Those  of  us 
who  are  openly  gay  don’t  have  the  slightest 
notion  of  the  fears  and  anxieties  associated 
with  coming  out  to  parents.  We  weren’t 
born  and  raised  in  the  traditional  manner. 
We  just  sprang  up,  fully  grown,  in  cabbage 
patches. 

And  please  don’t  think  you’re  com¬ 
plimenting  me  when  you  say  I  don’t  “look 
like  one.”  I  find  that  comment  not  only  of¬ 
fensive,  but  incredibly  stupid.  Despite  your 
misconceptions,  you  can’t  usually  “spot 
one  of  us  a  mile  away.”  And  this  habit  you 
have  of  smugly  looking  around  the  bar  and 
picking  out  four  or  five  people  you  don’t 
find  attractive,  then  referring  to  them  as 
faggots,  bulldykes  and  disgusting  queers 
with  whom  you  will  not  be  identified,  is 
almost  as  repulsive  as  you  are.  They  are  not 
the  reason  you  came  out  of  the  closet 
(although  you  may  be  a  reason  for  them  to 
consider  going  back  in).  Are  you  always  this 
obnoxious?  Or  do  gay  atmospheres  just 
bring  out  the  best  in  you? 

Look,  I’m  not  a  bad  person.  And  I  don’t 
go  out  very  often.  So  when  I  do,  please  stop 
telling  me  about  that  old  queen  in  the  corner 
who  won’t  stop  cruising  you.  First  of  all, 
he’s  not  even  looking  at  you.  He’s  cruising 


Following  the  yellow 
brick  road  out  of  the 
bathhouse 


By  L.  A.  Livingston 

Club  297,  the  controversial  men’s  bath¬ 
house  located  on  Franklin  Street  above  the 
popular  lesbian  bar/restaurant  Somewhere 
Else,  is  no  more.  Shut  down  by  city  inspec¬ 
tors  Jan.  26  and  heavily  damaged  by  fire 
Feb.  6,  the  closing  of  Club  297  represents  to 
me  the  end  of  an  era  in  Boston. 

Gone  the  way  of  The  Loft,  the  Pussycat 
Lounge  and  my  old  favorite,  Skipper’s  in 
Park  Square,  Club  297  was  a  symbol  of 
lighter  days  in  many  respects.  AIDS  was 
unheard  of,  nobody  was  HIV-positive  and 
on  any  given  night  you  could  catch  a  glimpse 
of  pretty  boys  and  glamorous  queens  stroll¬ 
ing  between  Jacques  and  The  Lone  Star, 
plying  trade. 

As  a  woman-identified-woman  (I  had  yet 
to  use  that  “L-word”  to  describe  myself),  I 
worked  the  Combat  Zone  peep  shows  and 
escort  agencies  as  “Mistress  Dominique, 
S/M  Queen”  and  engaged  in  a  lot  of  what 
we  now  call  “high  risk  behvior.”  Popular 
past-times  included  cruising  the  Fens  with 
gay  male  friends  and  turning  up  in  the  wee 
morning  hours  at  the  Pilgrim  Theatre,  look¬ 
ing  for  “adventure....”  Nearly  anything 
that  happened  could  be  combatted  with  a 
dose  of  pharmaceuticals.  As  I  mouth  the 
oft-repeated  litany,  “If  I  only  knew  then 
what  I  know  now...,”  I  shudder. 

Do  I  believe  the  decision  to  close  Club  297 
is,  aside  from  all  the  political  hype,  a  correct 
one? 

“Correct,  right,  justified,  moral, 
timely.”  A  vast  assortment  of  words  that 
could  apply  to  the  bathhouse  closing, 
depending  on  a  person’s  viewpoint.  Per¬ 
sonally,  yes,  I  agree  with  the  shutdown  of 
The  Baths  and  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
censorship  or  sexual  freedom.  I  called  the 
"Bay  Windows  Opinion  Line”;  you  know, 
the  one  that  asks  you  to  wait  for  the  tone 
and  dial  your  choice  of  two  numbers  to 
enter  your  decision  [your  opinion  about  the 
closing]  into  the  computer.  You  are  allowed 
to  leave  a  short  message  explaining  your 
decision  and  mine  went  something  like  this: 
“Yes,  1  agree  with  the  closing  of  Club  297;  I 
believe  it  (the  club)  should  have  been  closed 


that  cute  guy  standing  a  couple  of  feet  in 
back  of  you.  Actually,  no  offense  (well, 
maybe  a  little),  but  I  don’t  see  one  person  in 
this  whole  place  paying  the  least  bit  of  atten¬ 
tion  to  you.  But  then  you’re  “really  not 
gay”  anyway. 

And  stop  snickering  at  my  button.  If  you 
haven’t  seen  one  before  then  you  must 
either  be  illiterate  or  unable  to  afford  a  radio 
or  television.  If  you  have,  and  you  think 
pink  triangles  are  funny,  maybe  you  should 
consider  joining  up  with  Lyndon 
LaRouche.  And  don’t  you  dare  cop  a  con¬ 
descending  attitude  about  those  of  us  with 
AIDS  or  who  are  HIV  positive.  Honey,  you 
have  a  disease  much  more  deadly. 

While  I’m  at  it,  don’t  bother  telling  me  20 
minutes  into  your  monologue  that  you  lied 
to  me  about  your  real  name.  I  have  no  pro¬ 
blem  with  that.  I  can  think  of  a  lot  of  things 
to  call  you.  And  no,  I  certainly  do  not  know 
anyone  who  would  be  interested  in  being 
your  “date”  for  a  family  wedding  or  the  of¬ 
fice  Christmas  party.  Personally,  I’d  rather 
be  forced  to  have  sex  with  Anita  Bryant. 

Now  how  did  I  already  know  that  you 
campaigned  for  Bush  and  Quayle?  And  that 
you’re  a  registered  Republican?  Go  figure. 
But  please  don’t  refer  to  yourself  as  an 
enlightened  conservative.  That’s  a  non  se- 
quitur.  Try  pompous  ass. 

If  I  hear  you  say  “what  I  do  in  the  privacy 
of  my  bedroom  is  nobody’s  business  and  I 
don’t  intend  on  shouting  it  to  the  world” 
one  more  time,  I’ll  seriously  consider  taking 
a  picture  of  you  and  sending  it  to  the  local 
paper  with  a  caption  that  reads  “GAY 
HOMOPHOBE  DEMANDS  THE  RIGHT 
TO  BE  A  HOMO  (but  only  in  the  privacy  of 
his  own  room).”  Gee,  won’t  your  enlighten¬ 
ed  conservatives  let  you  do  that?  Not  even  if 
you  spend  the  rest  of  your  time  openly  ad¬ 
vocating  the  enforcement  of  sodomy  laws 
and  trying  to  get  an  ordinance  passed 
restricting  gay  people  to  certain  jobs,  ac¬ 
comodations  and  housing? 

I  don’t  understand  why  people  in  the 
closet  always  tell  us  about  the  privacy  thing. 


What  do  you  think  we  do  when  we’re  not 
running  around  making  it  more  difficult  for 
people  like  you?  Meeting  in  a  parking  lot 
and  deciding  which  one  of  your  bedrooms 
we’re  going  to  bug  this  week?  Trust  me.  We 
have  any  number  of  other  things  to  worry 
about.  So  if  you  have  to  spout  off  about 
privacy,  go  tell  it  to  a  judge.  Preferably  one 
sitting  on  the  Supreme  Court.  Better  yet, 
stop  by  the  office  of  any  number  of  your 
Republican  senators.  Or  go  to  Georgia. 
There’s  a  man  named  Hardwick  who  would 
love  to  hear  your  views  on  the  subject. 

And  while  you’re  at  it,  you  should  con¬ 
sider  writing  to  Larry  Kramer  and  Harvey 
Fierstein  about  the  harm  being  done  by  all 
this  openly  gay  stuff.  I’m  sure  once  you  ex¬ 
plained  to  them  that  normal  people  would 
allow  us  to  live  (under  certain  conditions)  if 
we  just  stopped  being  so  public,  they’d 
crawl  quietly  back  to  their  closets  and  start 
writing  about  real  issues  like  the  terrible  way 
the  press  treated  Dan  Quayle  during  the 
campaign  and  how  those  slanderous  at¬ 
tempts  to  portray  Liberace  as  a  homosexual 
were  really  part  of  a  communist  plot  to  take 
over  the  world.  Hell,  everybody  knows  Mrs. 
Gorbachev  is  personally  funding  ACT  UP. 
She  got  the  idea  from  Nancy  Reagan’s  “Just 
Say  No”  campaign. 

Get  a  grip  on  yourself.  I  hardly  think  ma¬ 
jor  corporations  send  their  people  into  local 
gay  bars  in  order  to  ferret  out  the 
“undesirables.”  Well,  maybe  some  like 
MCI  [telephone]  or  Kelloggs  do.  But  if  you 
see  someone  you  know  from  work,  they’re 
probably  just  as  “confused”  as  you  are. 

Finally,  there  is  no  need  for  you  to  hide 
behind  the  dog  food  display  if  you  happen 
to  spot  one  of  us  at  the  grocery  store.  Believe 
me,  we  will  not,  as  you  so  delicately  put  it, 
expose  you.  We  are  just  as  concerned  as  you 
that  as  few  people  as  possible  know  that  you 
are  “really  homosexual,  not  confused.” 
This  may  be  difficult  for  you  to  com¬ 
prehend,  but  we’re  a  thousand  times  more 
embarrassed  by  you  than  you  are  by  us. 
After  all,  we  do  have  some  pride.  □ 


years  ago  ...  because  of  the  high  risk 
behavior  that  goes  on  there....” 

When  I  got  off  the  telephone  I  realized 
that  I  hadn’t  really  said  what  I  wanted  to 
say.  Besides  being  flustered  by  the  answer¬ 
ing  service  (I  hate  them,  but  have  one;  how’s 
that  for  logic?)  I  made  the  exact  mistake  I 
correct  everyone  else  in  my  sphere  for  mak¬ 
ing;  that  places  cause  AIDS  to  spread. 

Yes,  I  still  agree  with  the  decision  to  close 
Club  297,  but  not  because  I  think  it  will 
decrease  the  number  of  HIV-positive  cases 
in  our  community.  I  believe  that  people  who 
choose  to  engage  in  irresponsible 
sexual/substance  behavior  will  continue  to 
do  so  with  or  without  places  like  gay  bath¬ 
houses,  movie  theaters  and  combat  zones. 
But  establishments  like  Club  297,  which 
foster  the  myth  that  in  1989  care-free  sexual 
liasons  are  okay,  are  encouraging  deadly 
behaviors. 

It’s  not  1969,  or  even  1979  anymore. 
When  we  “fuck  around”  nowadays  we  are 
endangering  not  only  ourselves  but  every 
potential  partner  we’ll  ever  have.  Times 
have  changed  and  we  need  to  change  with 
them.  There  are  those  who  will  say  that  as  a 
lesbian  I  have  no  right  to  comment  on  my 
male  counterparts’  sexual  behaviors.  But 
from  where  I  stand  right  now,  I  see  too 
many  friends  who  bought  into  the  myth  of 
immortality  and  the  gay  scene  of  the  ’60s 
and  ’70s.  I  see  pals  of  days  gone  by  residing 
in  St.  Patrick’s  and  St.  Michael’s  and  Ben 
Shalom.  That  gives  me  the  right. 

I’d  like  to  see  an  alternative  to  the 
theaters,  peep  shows  and  bathhouses  of  yes¬ 
teryear;  a  place  where  all  of  us  would  be 
welcome  and  the  emphasis  would  be  on 
healthy,  realistic  and  positive  sexual 
behavior  and  away  from  the  youth-obses¬ 
sed,  live-for-today  attitude  that  permeates, 
still,  so  much  of  our  community.  Perhaps  I 
am  a  “Dorothy”  looking  for  that  yellow 
brick  road  but  I  truly  believe  that  if  we  pull 
together  as  a  community  we  can  look  upon 
the  closing  of  Club  297  as  the  beginning  of  a 
new,  more  aware  and  community-conscious 
era  and  find  that  alternative.  □ 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  "no  sex  is  best"  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner’s  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi's  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
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Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons 
each  time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water , 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 
Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline  I  (800)  342  7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  (617)  536-7733 
Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Dcug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Mens  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  Tork  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Count  (NMAC),  Washington. 
DC:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network.  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 
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GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSHOP 

10  th 

ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION 


NEW  ENGLAND’S  ONLY 
GAY  &  LESBIAN 
BOOKSHOP  CELEBRATES 
10  YEARS  IN  BOSTON 


25%  OFF  ALL  BOOK 
PURCHASES 
-  WITH  THIS  AD  - 
SAT.  MARCH  4  and 
SUN.  MARCH  5 
ONLY 


OFFER  IS  GOOD 
FOR  THESE  TWO  DAYS  ONLY 
You  must  present  this  Ad  to  get  25%  off 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
617/267-3010 


235  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02115  617/536-7979 
ACROSS  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  CHURCH 


WITH  EACH  ROLL  OF  COLOR  PRINT  FILM 
[135  and  IIO],  RECEIVE  A  FREE 
SECOND  SET  OF  PRINTS! 

135  and  IIO  COLOR  PRINT  FILM 
IN  LAB  PROCESSING  ONLY 


GRAND  OPENING 
MARCH  1st; 

OFFER  GOOD  ONE  WEEK  ONLY 


*  STARS  *  SEX  THEMES  *  INDEX  *  RATINGS  *  STARS  * 


GAY  SEX  INDEX! 

THE  ONLY  GUIDE  TO  GAY  &  Bl  XXX  FILMS  &  STARSI 

with 

500  FILMS  -  over  500  STARS 

:  reV.ews9  ‘  I  and  their  aliases  in 

*  sex  Themes  I  over  2500  roles 

*  Handy  INDEX  I  *  i 

*  ratings  DIRECTORS  too! 

-  order  - 

THE  BLUE  GUIDE  TO  ADULT  MALE  FILMS  &  STARS 

Issued  twice  a  year  ■  in  June  &  December 
1988  INTRODUCTORY  ISSUE  2  CONSECUTIVE  ISSUES 

only  only 

$12.95  $24.95 

(Plus  $2.05  s&h)  (Plus  $4.10  s&h) 

Regular  Price  -  $14.95  A  15%  Saving 


A  MUST  for  the  TRUE  Connoisseur  of  Male  Erotica 


THE  BLUE  GUIDE 

Box  16-U,  Ogdsnsburg,  NJ  07439  (201)  729-3022 
VISA.MC  accepted  —  In  NJ  add  6%  tax 


-  STARS  *  SEX  THEMES  *  INDEX  -  RATINGS  -  STARS  * 


Prime 

Time. 


Cocktail  hours, 
Monday  through 
Friday. 

Complimentary 
hors  d’oeuvres 
from  5  p.m.  until 
7  p.m.  With 
exemplary 
company! 


The  club  opens  at  noon.  7  days  a  week.  Dance 
at  9  pm  on  wee  knights,  at  8  pm  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  and  at  4  pm  for  Tea  Dance  on  Sunday. 
Every  Monday  holiday  there  s  a  Tea  Dance  at  4  pm. 


51  Stuart  Street  Boston  Massachusetts  02116 
Info  Line:  33<t-8669 
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The  mundane  and 
the  magical 

Judy  Grahn’s  first  novel  traces  the  critical  juncture  when 
humans  began  to  see  themselves  as  separate  from  the  world 
they  lived  in 


Mundane’s  World 

Judy  Grahn 

Crossing  Press,  Freedom,  Calif.,  1988 
$  10.95  paper,  1 91pp. 

Reviewed  by  Mara  Math 

In  her  introduction  to  I,  Rigoberta  Men- 
chu,  the  autobiography  of  a  contem¬ 
porary  Guatemalan  Indian  woman, 
translator  Elisabeth  Burgos-Debray 
describes  Menchu’s  world  as  “...a  world  in 
which  the  sacred  and  the  profane  constantly 
mingle,  in  which  worship  and  domestic  life 
are  one  and  the  same,  in  which  every  gesture 
has  a  pre-established  purpose  and  in  which 
everything  has  a  meaning.”  This  is  the 
world  that  poet  Judy  Grahn  has  created  — 
or  re-created  —  in  her  first  novel,  drawing 
deeply  on  Native  American  and  Aboriginal 
lore.  Mundane’s  World  may  be  one  of  the 
ultimate  feminist  novels,  devoted  as  it  is  to 
process:  a  novel  in  which  the  oak  tree,  the 
tribe  of  ants  burrowing  beneath  its  roots  and 
the  heroine  Emesta  are  accorded  almost 
equal  standing. 

Tracing  the  coming  of  age  of  12-year-old 
Ernesta,  as  she  searches  for  her  “bearing 
and  balance,”  Grahn  shows  us  the  time  just 
prior  to  that  critical  juncture  when  humans 
began  to  see  themselves  as  separate  from  the 
world  they  lived  in,  when  form  and  content 
began  to  diverge.  In  Ernesta’s  culture,  the 
mundane  is  not  yet  scorned  but  understood 
to  be  intertwined  with  the  magical. 

Many  of  the  city’s  people  spent  much  of 
their  work  day  humming  and  drumming 
for  the  purpose  of  the  keeping  of  different 
kinds  of  time  and  for  the  physical  expres¬ 
sion  of  rhythmic  emotions... 

It  was  certainly  a  hum  drum  society,  it 
was  so  hum  drum,  ho  hum,  dum  dedum, 
dum  deedle  deedle  tweedle  dum,  humming 
and  drumming,  every  good  time  was  a  clap 
trap.  By  the  time  they  had  measured  the 
moon  a  thousand  times  and  carved  it  out 
on  antler  bones  they  knew  what  hour  it 
was  and  when  the  baby  would  be  born,  ho 
hum.  By  the  times  they  had  measured  the 
moving  sun  and  tested  their  time  with  a 
may  pole  they  knew  what  days  to  plant  the 
grain.  Barley  dance  wheat  dance  beet 
dance  corn  dance,  rattle  rattle,  millet 
dance  rice  dance  rattle  rattle,  corn  dance 
rattle,  you  will  grow  high,  you  will  grow 
high.  Humming  and  drumming.  Every 
clap  is  a  time  trap  in  a  slap  happy  ho  hum, 
ho  down,  ho  derry  derry  down,  ho  hum 
drum  dromedary  dum  dum  ho,  ho  down 
dance.  By  the  time  they  had  measured  the 
moving  stars  they  knew  how  round  the 
world  is  and  how  to  get  from  one  place  to 
another.  They  had  caught  time  and  kept 
time,  measuring  universal  time  in  their 
temple  buildings  in  the  precise  alignment 
of  minerals  and  stones  with  points  along 
the  horizon,  keeping  everyday  time  in  their 
hands  and  hips  and  feet  and  nodding 
heads.  It  was  a  very  very  ordinary  hum 


drum  society  with  time  clap  space'  clap 
energy. 

The  poetic  explosion  above  is  a  singular 
departure  from  the  style  of  Mundane’s 
World  in  which  Grahn’s  language  tends 
toward  the  very  simple  and,  er,  mundane. 
The  aphoristic  chapter  titles  (“A  Tall 
Woman’s  Idea  of  Justice  May  Be  Different 
From  a  Short  One’s”)  spice  the  occasionally 
sluggish  narrative  with  a  welcome  tinge  of 
irony.  There  is  a  gentle  humor  throughout, 
in  keeping  with  the  low-key  pace  and 
reminiscent  of  a  certain  down-home  radio 
show: 

A  puzzle  remained  to  Ernesta  for  some 
time  about  cooking,  why  some  things  are 
never  eaten  raw,  like  barley,  and  some  are 
never  cooked,  like  lettuce.  Beer  appears 
only  at  festivals,  berries  only  in  the  early 
summer.  Why  don’t  you  put  butter  on 
everything,  for  instance  oranges.  Why 
can’t  you  ever  put  onions  in  the  apple 
cider.  Why  are  there  a  hundred  ways  to  eat 
squash  but  only  a  few  ways  to  eat  melons 
when  in  the  fields  the  squashes  and  melons 
look  almost  the  same. 

Fundamentally  matriarchal,  Ernesta’s 
people  have  recently  lost  or  abandoned  a 
separate  sacred  language  spoken  only  by 
women;  this  loss  is  one  symptom  of  the  shift 
that  will  eventually  destroy  this  culture. 
Despite  the  worship  of  a  female  life  force 
and  the  strength  of  the  women  portrayed, 
Grahn  provides  little  evidence  of  women 
loving  women  —  far  less  than  we  would  ex¬ 
pect  from  one  of  the  foremothers  of  lesbian 
poetry  —  and  the  only  ongoing  relationship 
is  a  heterosexual  one.  In  fact,  sexuality  in 
general  is  somewhat  neglected  in  what  is  an 
otherwise  fairly  thorough,  if  fictional, 
ethnology.  (Oddly  enough  in  such  a  life- 
focussed  culture,  Ernesta  and  her  adoles¬ 
cent  friends  lack  any  inklings  of  sexual 
curiosity  or  desire.) 

The  society  in  which  Ernesta  is  searching 
for  her  “bearing,”  for  her  proper 
role/path,  is  divided  into  four  clans.  The 
Snake  clan  is  the  clan  of  healing  and  balanc¬ 
ing,  and  transformation;  the  Lion  clan,  of 
animals,  movement,  transportation  and 
trading;  the  Tortoise  clan,  of  farming,  pro¬ 
vision,  distribution  of  necessities  and  the 
keeping  of  records;  and  the  Bee  clan,  of  con¬ 
struction,  water  bearing  women,  and  the 
keeping  of  measurements.  In  addition  are 
pan-clan  societies,  notably  the  Spider  Socie¬ 
ty  of  predictive  women  and  the  Arrow 
Society  for  crafty  men.  The  Snake  clan  to 
which  Ernesta  belongs  is  also  responsible  for 
street  gossip,  and  her  Aunt  Three  wears  a 
dozen  bells  tied  to  her  clothing  so  that  peo¬ 
ple  will  come  tell  her  the  news. 

It  is  from  the  Bee  clan  of  constructions 
that  trouble  will  come  most  directly: 

Continued  on  page  8 
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David  Leavitt’s 
newest  work:  a  sign 
of  the  times? 

Gay  creations  that  must  choose  between  domesticity  or  the 
‘clammy  river  of  promiscuity’ 


Equal  Affections 

David  Leavitt 

Weidenfield  and  Nicholson,  N.Y.,  1989 
$ 17.95  cloth,  268pp. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 

By  any  standard,  David  Leavitt’s  suc¬ 
cess  has  been  impressive:  a  story  in 
The  New  Yorker  at  age  20,  an  entire 
volume  of  stories  (Family  Dancing)  publish¬ 
ed  three  years  later,  and  now,  at  27,  a  second 
novel.  His  appeal  has  been  so  wide  that  he 
recently  read  excerpts  from  Equal  Affec¬ 
tions  to  a  standing-room  only  audience  at 
the  Brattle  Theatre  in  Cambridge,  Mass., 
and,  if  we  may  believe  critic  Robert  Hall,  the 
emphasis  in  his  fiction  on  the  family  signals 
a  new  tendency  in  gay  male  authors  to  ex¬ 
plore  “more  general  human  needs”  (The 
New  York  Times  Book  Review ,  June  19, 
1988,  p.  26). 

In  a  conversation  we  had  on  the  day  after 
his  Cambridge  reading,  Leavitt  explained 
his  preoccupation  with  the  family  somewhat 
differently.  In  his  eyes,  he  has  found  himself 
pursuing  that  subject  because  of  its  ability  to 
interest  and  inspire  him.  Of  course,  this  has 
meant  talking  about  gay  people  outside  the 
gay  world,  but  Leavitt  fiercely  defends  a 
writer’s  choice  to  explore  those  topics  on 
which  he  discovers  he  has  something  to  say, 
just  as  he  resists  any  attempt  to  characterize 
him  with  adjectives  like  “gay,”  “young,” 
or  “Jewish.” 

Despite  the  unquestioned  reasonableness 
of  Leavitt’s  position  in  these  matters,  it  is 
not  uninteresting  to  observe  that  Leavitt  has 
now  written  a  piece  that  does  present  gay 
men  within  a  traditionally  gay  setting: 
“AYOR,”  a  short  story  in  the  Men  on  Men 


David  Leavitt 

2  anthology  of  gay  male  fiction  (New 
American  Library,  1988).  This  development 
is  significant  not  only  because  it  raises  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  distinction  bet¬ 
ween  an  author’s  inspiration  and  his  nature 
is  a  tenable  one  over  time,  but  also  because 
of  the  very  special  behavior  of  the  gay  pro¬ 
tagonist  in  this  “first  ever”  story  in  Leavitt’s 
fiction.  By  his  own  admission,  “AYOR,”  is 
a  tale  about  voyeurism,  about  a  state  of 
mind  that  sits  “outside  of  things.”  The  nar¬ 
rator  (who  is  never  named)  experiences  the 
gay  scene  vicariously,  through  a  friend, 
whom  he  encourages  to  explore  that  scene, 
whatever  the  dangers.  (In  gay  guides  the 
acronym  AYOR  informs  the  reader  that  a 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Jerry  Bauer 


The  steamiest  stills 
you  could  ever  shake 
your  stick  at 

‘Must-have’  catalogues  for  gay  male  pom  fans 


The  Blue  Guide  to  Adult  Male 
Films  and  Stars 

FD  Enterprises,  Box  1 6,  Ogdens- 

burg,  NJ  07439 

$12.95 

Bijou  Video:  Fall/Winter 
‘88-’89 

Bijou  Video  Sales,  1363  N.  Wells, 

Chicago,  IL 
$15  paper,  321pp. 

Reviewed  by  Christopher  Wittke 

f  you  ask  me,  a  fella  can’t  have  too  many 
reference  books  about  gay  male  porn 
films.  My  dog-earred  copy  of  Al’s  Video 
Guide  (1986)  and  tattered  copy  of  John 
Rowberry’s  Gay  Video:  A  Guide  to  Erotica 
(1986)  have  helped  me  chronicle  the  disap¬ 
pearing  art  form  of  hard  core  smut  for  the 
past  three  years. 

You  see,  I  have  this  theory  that  most  of 
the  old  films  from  the  ’70s,  the  ones  that 
vividly  documented  the  sexual  frenzy  of  the 
gay  male  subculture  —  as  well  as  its  now- 
nearly  vanished  institutions:  baths,  sex 
clubs,  on-location  cruising  spots  —  are 
simply  going  to  be  lost  forever. 

In  the  early  days  of  video,  films  produced 
for  exhibition  in  gay  porn  theaters  were  con¬ 
verted  for  home  viewing.  The  market  grew 
as  video  technology  came  down  in  price,  and 
home  video  began  to  slice  into  the  audience 
formerly  served  by  adult  theaters.  And  then 
came  the  AIDS  epidemic  which  has  been  us¬ 
ed  as  an  excuse  to  shut  down  many  of  the 
gay  porn  palaces  in  the  country.  Most  of  the 
few  that  have  managed  to  survive  have  done 
so  by  projecting  —  large-screen  TV-style  — 
contemporary  porn  tapes.  Most  new  porn  is 
not  shot  on  film,  like  a  real  movie,  but 
directly  on  video  like  a  TV  sitcom. 

The  real,  classic  films  that  were  stocked  in 
video  stores  no  longer  hold  much  interest 
for  renters,  and  are  vanishing.  As  the  casset¬ 
tes  fall  out  of  circulation  so  go  the  only 
documentation  we  have  of  the  thriving  sex¬ 
ual  underground  of  the  ’70s.  This  realiza¬ 
tion  has  made  me  eager  to  see  it  all  before  I 
can’t  see  it  anymore.  That  and  the  fact  that  I 
love  to  watch  men  fuck. 

The  brand  new  Blue  Guide  to  Adult  Male 
Films  and  Stars  is  a  lot  like  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  Al’s  Male  Video  Guide  except  that 
it’s  three  years  newer  and  lists  most  of  the 
major  new  smut  releases  (and  many  of  those 
classics  I  so  love!).  Over  500  films,  stars  and 
directors  are  given  their  due  with  brief 
descriptions  and  ratings  which  can  be 
helpful  when  you  feel  overwhelmed  staring 
at  stacks  of  films  with  “Bigger  Than...” 
somewhere  in  their  titles. 

The  uncorrected  proof  of  The  Blue  Guide 
I  received  for  review  had  its  own  charming 
little  quirks,  for  example  the  word  “mastur¬ 
bate”  is  consistently  spelled  “masterbate.” 
But  I  figure  that  if  Shakespeare  could  spell 
his  own  name  13  different  ways  then  super 
topman  J.D.  Slater  can  be  said  to 
“master”bate  in  Chip  Off  The  Old  Block ! 

The  trick  to  successfully  using  a  subjec¬ 
tive  reference  book  like  The  Blue  Guide  is  to 
quickly  figure  out  the  tastes  of  the  (un¬ 
credited)  film  reviewer  as  compared  to  your 
own.  S/he  considers  last  year’s  Northwest 
Passage  a  100  (out  of  100  possible  points) 
even  though  I  found  it  a  disappointing  50  — 
saved  by  a  couple  of  short  scenes  with  hir¬ 
sute  newcomer  Big  Ed.  Overall,  the  reviewer 
liked  best  those  releases  that  were  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  the  rental  and  retail  sales  market. 
But  just  because  my  taste  is  somewhat  dif¬ 
ferent  than  Blue  Guide’s  doesn’t  mean  the 
book  is  any  less  indispensable  for  me.  When 
I  find  myself  fixating  on  a  porn  star  I’ve 
never  seen  before,  like  Nick  Fabrini  (hubba 
hubba  —  his  performance  in  The  Exchange 
brought  me  to  tears  and  filled  me  with  envy 
for  his  lucky  co-stars)  a  list  of  most  every 
film  the  guy  has  made  sure  comes  in  handy. 

Unlike  my  two  old  guidebooks,  The  Blue 
Guide  promises  twice-yearly  updates  to 
always  keep  the  listings  fresh  and  new.  Al’s 
promised  the  same  thing  and  never 
delivered;  here’s  hoping  The  Blue  Guide  can 
keep  up  the  good  work  in  documenting  an 
important  part  of  gay  male  culture. 


When  I  mentioned  reviewing  the  Bijou 
Video  guide,  the  features  editor  said  “We 
review  catalogues  now?”  Well,  the  Bijou  is 
so  much  more  than  a  catalogue,  it’s  a  way  of 
life. 

Oh  sure,  Bijou  Video  Sales  in  Chicago 
would  be  happy  if  you  fill  out  their  order 
blank  in  the  back  of  the  book  with  any 
number  of  the  hundreds  of  films  they  sell  — 
but  just  leafing  through  it  is  a  wonderful 
one-handed  reading  experience.  Unlike  any 
of  the  other  guides  on  the  market,  Bijou’s  is 
liberally  illustrated  with  hundreds  of  hard¬ 
core  photographs.  The  book  is  divided  up 
by  film  studios/directors  (“The  Films  Of  A1 
Parker”),  stars,  etc.  and  contains  some  of 
the  steamiest  stills  you  could  ever  shake  your 
stick  at. 

Serious  porn  connoisseurs  will  find  it  in¬ 
dispensable  for  its  plot  descriptions  and  cast 
listings,  its  illustrated  star  list  and  pages  and 
pages  of  black  and  white  and  color  stills.  Im¬ 
agine  a  Sears  catalogue  with  most  of  the 
male  models  shoving  their  dicks  in  each 
other’s  mouths  and  butts!  There  are  also  ex¬ 
tensive  sections  with  such  themes  as  “Films 
with  interracial  casts,”  “J/O  tapes,”  “Safe 
Sex  tapes,”  and  a  small  but  sincere  (and  pro¬ 
bably  market-complete)  “Lesbian 
videotapes”  section. 

Surprisingly  enough,  several  pages  at  the 
beginning  of  Bijou  Video  are  devoted  to  a 
series  of  editorials.  Touching  on  such  issues 
as  censorship,  AIDS,  and  the  stigmatization 
of  the  leather  and  s/m  community,  the 
catalogue  makes  a  nice  attempt  at  raising 
consciousness.  (Although  I  really  could  have 
done  without  the  “porn  videos  help  people 
avoid  contact  with  other  living  beings  and 
therefore  contribute  to  the  reduction  of  the 
incidence  of  AIDS”  angle  of  one  of  the 
essays.) 

All  in  all,  however,  the  sizzling  photos 
and  mountains  of  smut  minutiae  make  Bi¬ 
jou  Video  a  must-have  for  porn  fans.  □ 

Mundane 

Continued  from  page  7 

In  the  eyes  of  the  Bee  clan,  and  in  its 
moving  hands  the  city  was  a  large  live 
body,  a  personal  great  sow  of  a  being  for 
whom  they  were  responsible.  None  of 
them  could  shudder  in  the  wind  without 
feeling  it  as  the  breath  of  the  city,  the  very 
rich  smells  of  it  from  all  the  openings  of  a 
body... 

Grooming,  repairing  and  reshaping  as 
was  necessary,  the  Bee  women  slapped 
plaster  over  the  bricks  they  had  laid  with 
the  quick  smooth  motions  of  a  mother 
spirit  who  was  deliberately  shaping  skin 
over  bones  and  muscle.... 

In  the  quarries  the  men  cut  their  stones 
as  carefully  as  anyone  cuts  a  cake  for 
children,  with  that  amount  of  equality  and 
much  more  delicate  exactness  to  say 
nothing  of  sweating  and  swearing... Help¬ 
ing  the  other  clans  to  lay  out  gardens, 
pipes,  hutches  and  granaries  as  they  would 
imagine  in  the  belly  of  a  sow  the  innards 
lay  harmoniously  functioning,  and  design¬ 
ing  the  multiple  complex  temples  to  be  the 
keenest  eyes,  ears,  spine  and  thinking 
glands  of  a  city  which  for  them  never 
rested  or  stopped  living  and  to  whom  they 
were  never  indifferent,  however  impa¬ 
tient,  the  Bee  clanpeople  sang  and  chanted 
of  love  for  physical  substances,  stone  and 
metal,  and  the  geometrical  progressions  of 
hot  and  cold  molded  clay. 

Becoming  enamored  of  straight  lines  and 
rigid  structure,  these  constructors  of  the  city 
will  throw  the  culture  out  of  kilter.  Sonia  of 
the  Bee  clan,  for  instance,  is  angry  that  the 
ancient  oak  tree  has  spread  its  roots  into  the 
nearby  well  and  taken  the  available  water; 
her  daughter  Jessi-ma,  one  of  Ernesta’s 
cohorts,  interprets  this  as  license  to  punish 
the  oak  tree  by  lowering  a  bucket  of  steam¬ 
ing  coals  into  the  tree’s  roots. 

Another  change  is  unintentionally 
wrought  by  Ernesta’s  Aunt  One.  Having 
spent  three  years  weaving  a  huge  basket 
taller  than  herself,  Aunt  One  burns  it  in  a 
public  ceremony,  saying  that  she  wishes  her 
basket  to  be  “an  idea  of  Baskets.”  The 
shape  created  by  the  brilliant  white  flame  is 
like  an  “Idea  shell  of  the  basket’s  entire 
self,”  an  idea  burned  into  memories  of  all  so 
that  Aunt  One’s  basket  becomes  a  standard. 
“As  the  people’s  baskets  grew,  so  did  their 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Liberation  Book  Club 


P.O.  Box  453 

South  Norwalk,  CT  06856 


The  only  national  gay  & 
lesbian  book  club. 


Co-dependent  Women  from 
Alcoholic  Families 

New  Therapy  Group 
A  safe,  supportive  space  to  examine  the  self, 
express  feelings,  and  recover  from  addictive 
patterns  that  interfere  with  genuine  expres¬ 
sion  of  our  precious  child  within. 

Prefer  daytime,  6  months 
Sliding  scale  and  insurance  accepted. 
Julia  Kelly,  M.Ed. 

648-9404 

Debra  Truskinoff,  LICSW 
484-1553 


Bl  JDDFNBRCBKS 

BACK  BAY  BGDKSMITH 

Boston's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.O.  Box  613 
Cohasset,  MA,  02025 
(617)  383-0791 


Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 


Interested  in  purchase  or  consignment 
of  single  items  or  entire  estates. 


Descriptions  of  over  1400  titles 
Hundreds  of  photos,  many  in  color 


The  World’s  Most 
Comprehensive 
Catalog  of  Gay  Video 


To  order,  send  your  name,  address,  a  signed  statement 
that  you  are  over  21,  and  $15,  to  Dept.  B01,  Bijou  Video 
Sales,  1363  N.  Wells,  Chicago,  IL  60610.  Or  call 
1-800-932-7111. 


JThe  “The  James  White  Review's 

O  |T|AC  editors  and  their  contributors 

^  together  are  producing  a 

11  #1  *  0  m  valuable  contribution  not  only 

to  the  American  literary  scene, 
but  to  our  self-affirmation  and 
eventual  survival  as  a  people.” 

a  gay  men’s  literary  journal  Gay  Commun^  Neu* 


Rmhe 

Review 


Annual  subscription:  $10  (USA) 

$17,  two  years  $15  (Foreign) 

Sample  issue:  $2.50  $12  (Institution) 
$12  Canada 


The  James  White  Review 
PO  Box  3356,  Traffic  Station 
Minneapolis,  MN  55403 


Common  Lives/ Lesbian  Lives 

a  lesbian 
quarterly 

Stories,  journals,  graphics,  essays,  humor,  poetry, 
autobiography,  and  more  .  .  . 

The  experiences  and  ideas  of  common  Lesbians. 

We  print  the  work  of  Lesbians  who  have  been 
kept  invisible  and  silent. 


„  ...  ,  ,  Common  Lives 

Single  issue:  $4.00  Mention  you  saw  our  ad  when  p  q  Box  , 

One  Year;  $  12.00  you  subscribe  and  get  #2  FREE!  IoWA  City,  IA  < 


A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 


186  Hampshire  St-  Cambridge-MA02139-(617)876,5310 

A  10  MINUTE  WALK  FROM  THE  CENTRAL  SQUARE  T 

106  Tues  Wed- Fri  Sat/ 10  9  Thurs/12-6  Sun 

BOOKS  •  JOURNALS  •  RECORDS  8.  TAPES 
FEMINIST8.  MULTI-CULTURAL  PRESSES 
CARDS -POSTERS 
NON-SEXIST  CHILDREN'S  BOOKS 


Talkin’ 
bout  your 
bad  girls 

Including  sex  workers  in  the 
feminist  agenda 

Good  Girls  Bad  Girls: 

Feminists  and  Sex  Trade 
Workers  Face  to  Face 

Edited  by  Laurie  Bell 
Seal  Press,  Seattle,  1987 
$ 9.95  paper,  231pp. 

Reviewed  by  Kelly  A.  Bennett 

recently  attended  a  feminist  theory 
course  at  Harvard  University.  One  even¬ 
ing,  the  issues  of  prostitution  and  por¬ 
nography  were  discussed  in  the  class  —  the 
majority  white,  educated,  middle-to-upper- 
class  women.  This  microcosm  of  the 
feminist  culture  at  large  theorized  the 
following:  prostitution  is  decisively  an  in¬ 
stitution  of  male  supremacy  whereby 
women’s  physical,  emotional,  and 
economic  conditions  are  controlled  by  men; 
women  who  sexually  service  men  for  money 
serve  to  strengthen  the  foundations  of 
patriarchal  society;  and,  therefore,  sex  trade 
workers  (prostitutes,  strippers,  erotic 
dancers)  are  victims  of  gender  oppression, 
economic  desperation,  or  both.  At  first 
glance,  these  appear  to  be  precise  conclu¬ 
sions.  However,  the  theory  omits  an  in¬ 
tricate  voice  in  the  discussion,  the  voice  of 
the  other  —  the  sex  trade  worker. 

Never  in  the  class  was  it  suggested  that 
some  women  choose  to  pursue  their  profes¬ 
sions  in  the  sex  trade  industry.  The  class 
assumed  the  privilege  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
all  women,  neglecting  the  fact  that  they  were 
ignoring  or  dismissing  women’s  opinions 
that  were  contrary  to  their  beliefs. 

Three  years  earlier,  a  similar  event  occur¬ 
red  in  Canada.  A  leaflet  distributed  for  the 
1985  International  Women’s  Day  stated, 
“Porn  shops  along  Toronto’s  Young  Street 
[are]  harmful  to  women.”  The  Canadian 
Organization  for  the  Rights  of  Prostitutes 
objected,  saying  “this  statement  [does]  not 
represent  the  views  of  the  women  employed 
in  the  sex  trade  industry.”  The  statement 
was  withdrawn  from  the  leaflet,  but  il¬ 
lustrated  the  apparent  need  for  communica¬ 
tion  between  feminists  who  are  sex  trade 
workers  and  feminists  who  theorize  about 
them.  Many  potluck  dinners  and  informal 
meetings  followed.  From  this  developed  a 
three-day  conference  held  in  Toronto  later 
that  year  called  “Challenging  Our  Images: 
The  Politics  of  Pornography  and  Prostitu¬ 
tion.”  Over  400  conferees  began  dialogue 
between  sex  trade  workers  and  feminists  in 


Canada. 


Good  Girls  Bad  Girls  is  the  result  of  the 
vast  amount  of  material  presented  at  this 
conference.  It  is  a  tribute,  primarily  to  the 
bad  girls,  both  participants  and  guest 
speakers  from  prostitutes’  rights  organiza¬ 
tions.  Dialogue  addressed  the  polemic  divi¬ 
sion  that  has  resulted  in  a  silence  between 
these  two  groups  of  women. 

Said  Margo  St.  James,  founder  of  the  San 
Francisco-based  COYOTE  (Call  Off  Your 
Old  Tired  Ethics),  “The  sexual  and  moral 
labelling  of  women  is  the  great  divide  bet¬ 
ween  the  two  groups.”  Good  Girls  editor 
and  a  conference  organizer  Laurie  Bell  add¬ 
ed, 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  legitimize  or 
perpetuate  the  division  of  women.  I  wish, 
rather,  to  honestly  acknowledge  its  ex¬ 
istence  and  put  before  you  the  current 
thinking  of  the  good  girls  and  bad  girls 
heard  from  here. 

That  is  precisely  what  Bell  has  achieved. 

The  most  insightful  passages  in  Good 
Girls  are  the  accounts  of  women  in  the  sex 
trade  industry,  passionately  expressing  their 
concerns  to  feminists  about  their  per¬ 
sonal/political  involvement  with  sex,  work¬ 
ing  conditions,  involvement  in  or  exclusion 
from  the  women’s  movement,  the  ac¬ 
cusatory  label  of  the  whore  as  a  social 
stigma,  and  legislation  on  pornography  and 
prostitution. 

Sex  trade  workers  believe  their  exclusion 
from  the  feminist  community  is  a  result  of 
their  bad  girl  identity  —  one  which  they  are 
proud  to  claim.  “I  prefer  the  word  ‘whore’ 
and  I  want  to  reclaim  it  like  lesbians  have 
reclaimed  the  word  ‘dyke’  over  the  last 
decade,”  stated  St.  James. 

If  the  women’s  movement  is  to  be  in¬ 
clusive  of  all  women,  then,  according  to  the 
sex  trade  workers  represented  in  Good 
Girls,  a  major  change  in  the  definition  of 
feminism  must  occur.  Can  a  bad  girl  be  a 
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Gay  dic(k)tionary 


Gay(s)language:  a  dic(k)tionary 
of^ay  slang 

Banned  Books,  Austin,  TX,  1 988. 

$ 4.95  paper,  49pp. 

Reviewed  by  John  Kyper 

espite  the  proliferation  of  writing  by 
and  about  gays  to  emerge  over  the 
past  generation,  precious  few  dic¬ 
tionaries  of  our  particular  argot  have  ap¬ 
peared.  Until  now,  aside  from  scattered 
glossaries  included  in  books,  the  only  such 
work  has  been  Bruce  Rodgers’  The  Queen ’s 
Vernacular  (1972,  reprinted  in  1977  as  Gay 
Talk).  This  well-researched,  comprehen¬ 
sive,  annotated  volume  is  now  out  of  print 
and  has  become  dated  by  the  many  changes 
in  the  years  following  its  publication. 

Gay(s)language  is  a  thinner,  less  am¬ 
bitious  guide  than  was  its  predecessor.  Such 
a  comment  is  not  necessarily  a  criticism.  A 
basic,  accessible  dictionary  of  contem¬ 
porary  gay  language  could  be  indispensible, 
particularly  for  those  who  are  just  coming 
out.  However,  as  its  subtitle  implies,  it  is 
also  predominantly  male-oriented,  thus 
limiting  its  scope  and  potential  audience. 

The  book  contains  400  entries,  with 
numerous  cross-references.  Most  of  the 
familiar  terms  are  here,  as  well  as  many 
others  that  I’d  never  heard  before.  Some  are 
obviously  pre-Stonewall,  and  it  would  have 
been  helpful  if  the  author  had  specified 


those  that  are  archaic  or  local  to  a  specific 
region.  Max  has  noted  disparaging  words 
used  against  us  by  non-gays,  but  I  wish  he 
had  also  noted  those  offensive  terms  used  by 
gays  that  are  racist  or  misogynist  (like 
“fish,”  which  he  debatably  restricts  to 
mean  heterosexual  women). 

There  are  several  other  definitions  that 
are  not  totally  accurate:  Butyl  nitrate  (the 
most  common  form  of  poppers)  is  not  a 
heart  drug  —  amyl  nitrite  is.  A  drag  queen  is 
defined  as  a  “gay  who  impersonates 
women,  ’ ’  even  though  there  exist  many  drag 
queens  who  are  heterosexual.  Too,  it  is 
misleading  to  describe  a  transsexual  as  a 
“ male  gay  who  has  undergone  sex  change 
operation”  —  probably  a  majority  of  the 
self-defined  transsexuals  never  have  the 
operation,  those  who  do  generally  do  not 
consider  themselves  gay,  and  there  also  exist 
female-to-male  transsexuals. 

All  this  said,  Gay(s)langauge  has  made  a 
promising  beginning.  The  author  notes  that 
our  language  is  evolving  all  the  time  (witness 
“safe  sex”)  and  invites  readers  to  contribute 
their  suggestions,  to  be  incorporated  into  a 
future  edition.  As  stated  in  the  introduc¬ 
tion: 

May  each  reader  approach  this  book  in  the 
spirit  of  outrageous  fun  in  which  it  was 
prepared.  And  may  each  human  being  go 
his  or  her  own  way,  to  live  and  let  live,  able 
to  laugh  at  the  foibles  of  life,  tolerant  and 
compassionate  toward  the  diversity  and 
complexity  of  human  sexuality  and  the 
human  race.  □ 


Puzzling  plot,  pedestrian 
prose 


A  Simple  Suburban  Murder 

Mark  Richard  Zubro 

St.  Martin’s  Press,  N.Y.,  1989 

S  15.95  cloth,  215pp. 

Reviewed  by  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Simple  Suburban  Murder ,  a  first 
novel  by  Chicago  schoolteacher 
Mark  Richard  Zubro,  is  as  plain  as 
its  title.  Dull  characters  with  dull  names 
traipse  around  a  dull  Chicago  suburb  track¬ 
ing  clues  to  a  murder.  This  is  not  a  case  of 
spare,  taut  writing  that  ripples  the  pages 
with  crackling,  hard-boiled  tension  (a  la 
Dashiell  Hammett  or  Elmore  Leonard).  It’s 
just  pedestrian  prose. 

Fortunately,  the  plot  gets  truly  puzzling 
about  three-quarters  into  the  book  and  in 
competent,  murder-mystery  fashion,  Zubro 
makes  you  really  want  to  know  whodunit. 
Besides,  the  lovestruck  protagonists  —  gay 
high  school  teacher  Tom  Mason  and  his 
baseball  hero  sidekick  Scott  Carpenter  — 
are  such  nice  guys.  (They’re  much  nicer,  in 
fact,  than  Joseph  Hansen’s  groundbreaking 
gay  private  eye  character  David  Brandstet- 
ter,  who  has  become  quite  surly  in  recent 
books.  Amateur  sleuths  Mason  and 
Carpenter  remind  me  much  more  of  good- 
guy  Ed  in  the  film  version  of  Torch  Song 
Trilogy.) 

So,  griping  aside,  it’s  a  pleasure  to  read  a 
gay-themed  mystery  in  the  classic  page- 
turner  mode.  And  A  Simple  Suburban 
Murder  touches  on  some  interesting  stuff: 
gay  bar  life,  child  pornography,  pressures 
faced  by  gay  and  lesbian  teachers,  coming- 
out-of-the-closet  issues.  At  a  time  when  gay 
men’s  bathhouses  are  threatened  with  ex¬ 
tinction  and  porn  debates  fuel  dissension 


within  gay  and  lesbian  communities,  Zubro 
tackles  some  aspects  of  gay  male  sexuality 
with  thoughtful  complexity.  The  novel  is 
anything  but  polemical.  Heroes  Mason  and 
Carpenter  may  be  straight  arrows,  but  they 
encounter  all  sorts  of  characters  who 
challenge  their  perceptions  and  open  up  an 
exploration  of  the  class  dynamics  of  sex-for- 
sale. 

A  Simple  Suburban  Murder  begins  with 
Mason  discovering  the  dead  body  of  his 
fellow  teacher  Jim  Evans  in  a  classroom.  As 
Mason  puzzles  over  the  seemingly  motive¬ 
less  murder,  he  finds  himself  the  target  of 
violence.  Enlisting  his  lover  in  a  quest  for 
the  answers,  Mason  starts  unraveling  a 
shady  world  of  secrets  while  meeting 
resistance  from  school  administrators, 
students,  parents  and  even  his  gay  com¬ 
munity  contacts.  When  one  of  Mason’s 
students  turns  up  missing,  the  enterprise 
takes  on  added  urgency. 

Zubro  has  a  fair  enough  grasp  of  murder 
mystery  conventions  to  effectively  throw 
clues  in  our  path  and  embroil  his  pro¬ 
tagonists  in  ongoing  struggles  with  sundry 
cops  and  robbers.  However,  since  the 
writing  lacks  sizzle  and/or  irony,  the  book 
proceeds  with  a  lukewarm  matter-of- 
factness  and  fails  to  establish  any  strong 
sense  of  character.  Mason  and  Carpenter  — 
who  usually  pump  some  iron  together 
before  every  romp  of  sensitive  sex  —  remain 
largely  two-dimensional  in  A  Simple  Subur¬ 
ban  Murder,  behaving  predictably 
throughout.  (I  like  my  private  eyes  to  have  a 
few  more  quirks,  a  little  bit  of  existential 
suffering.)  The  well-rendered  plot  does  keep 
Zubro’s  book  afloat,  but  zippier  prose 
could  make  any  further  adventures  about 
Mason  and  Carpenter  true  genre  hits.  □ 


For  every  dyke  who 
came  out  at  a  girls’  camp 


As  the  Road  Curves 

Elizabeth  Dean 

New  Victoria  Publishers,  Norwich,  VT, 

1988 

$8.95  paper,  226pp. 

Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

arranged  to  review  this  novel  solely  on 
the  basis  of  a  line  from  an  advertisement 
for  it:  “Ramsey  Sears  had  it  all:  good 
looks,  a  quick  wit,  a  great  job  as  a  columnist 
for  a  prestigious  lesbian  magazine,  national 
recognition,  and  a  reputation  of  never  hav¬ 
ing  to  sleep  alone.”  I  was  curious  to  see  how 
work  at  a  lesbian  magazine  would  be  por¬ 
trayed,  and  based  on  that  line,  I  wasn’t  ex¬ 
actly  expecting  a  reality-based  work.  But  for 
an  easy  read,  escapist  novel,  I  found  it  had  a 
satisfying  amount  of  believable  content  and 
characters.  It  is  also  a  very  funny  book,  with 
an  engaging  story  line  that  holds  together 
well. 

As  far  as  its  portrayal  of  life  on  the  staff 
of  a  lesbian  magazine,  well,  I  don’t  know  of  any 


such  venture  that  started  with  a  half-a-million 
dollars  in  seed  money,  had  circulation  grow 
nine  times  in  a  year,  and  received  numerous 
awards  from  every  segment  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  nationally.  Even  more  startling:  the 
magazine  was  operating  at  a  profit  after  a 
year!  Most  startling:  the  conference  room  is 
air  conditioned,  and  the  publisher/editor 
wears  a  silk  blouse  with  a  bow  to  staff 
meetings,  and  is  referred  to  as  “Chief.” 

Actually,  the  book  doesn’t  have  much  to 
do  with  the  magazine  itself.  The  main  char¬ 
acter,  the  country’s  most  lauded  lesbian 
humor  columnist,  Ramsey  Sears,  is  so  burn¬ 
ed  out  that  she’s  been  “acting  like  a  by¬ 
product  of  the  male-controlled  straight 
world,”  i.e.,  she’s  been  propositioning  the 
cute  things  on  staff.  So  “Chief”  sends  her 
out  on  the  road  in  a  Winnebago,  a  la  Charles 
Kuralt,  to  find  out  if  there  are  lesbians  out¬ 
side  of  central  Massachusetts  (where 
Woman  to  Woman  magazine  is  based)  and 
to  get  herself  together.  Ramsey’s  dream 
assignment  takes  her  to  a  dyke  snowmobile 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Lee  Lynch  from  the  heart 


The  Amazon  Trail 

Lee  Lynch 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  1988 
$8.95  paper,  200pp. 

Reviewed  by  Jan  R.  Fielding 

After  travelling  to  a  writing  workshop 
given  by  Jane  Rule,  Lee  Lynch 
wrote,  “And  what  I  learned  was  ter¬ 
ribly  simple.  I  wanted  to  spend  my  life  doing 
what  Rule  does  so  well:  to  write  from  my 
heart  in  a  way  that  will  enhance  the  lives  of 
my  readers.  It  was  worth  the  trip.”  If  you 
know  Lynch’s  work,  you  know  she  accom¬ 
plished  her  goal,  always  producing  words  to  savor. 

The  Amazon  Trail,  Lynch’s  latest  book, 
is  a  collection  of  37  essays  taken  from  her 
column  of  the  same  name,  which  runs  in  ten 
newspapers  and  magazines  nationwide 
(although  not  in  Boston).  These  columns 
talk  about  all  aspects  of  lesbian  life:  bars, 
bookstores,  careers,  food,  relationships,  liv¬ 
ing  sober,  pride,  words.  She  cares  deeply 
about  all  aspects  of  our  lives,  and  one  of 
those  aspects  is  communication:  how  words 
can  inform,  empower,  hurt,  heal,  humiliate, 
give  hope.  Her  writing  is  elegant  —  direct, 


precise,  powerful.  It  strikes  deep  chords. 
Whether  or  not  you’ve  shared  her  actual 
experiences,  she  makes  the  reader  feel  how  it 
was,  and  what  we  can  make  it  be. 

In  the  column,  “Taking  On  the  Bigoted 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Psychotherapy  journal 


Journal  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 

Psychotherapy  (v.  I ,  no.  I) 

td.  David  L.  Scasta 

The  Haworth  Press,  New  York,  1989 

$24/ year  subscription 

Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 

hatever  one  has  come  to  feel 
about  the  political  climate  of  the 
1980s,  the  fact  remains  that  over 
this  decade  American  publishers  have  be¬ 
come  willing  in  ever-increasing  numbers  to 
print  important  material  both  for  and  about 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  The  foun¬ 
ding  of  the  Journal  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Psychotherapy  ( JGLP )  is  yet  one  more  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  trend. 

Intended,  according  to  its  editor,  “to  be  a 
clearing  house  for  practical  information 
about  gay  and  lesbian  psychotherapy,”  the 
journal  contains  two  quite  distinct  sections. 
“Ask  the  Board”  outlines  various  case 
histories  and  then  recounts  how  one 
member  from  each  of  the  three  subdivisions 
of  the  Editorial  Board  (psychiatry, 
psychology  and  social  work)  would  treat  the 
case.  The  second  segment  of  the  volume 
consists  of  several  rather  short  articles  on  a 
wide  variety  of  lesbian  and  gay  topics.  An 
impressive  bibliography  follows  each  arti¬ 
cle. 

Although  it  was  determined  that  the  jour¬ 
nal’s  first  number  should  “emphasize 
general  articles  with  broad  applicability,” 
even  a  lay  readership  will  find  much  to 
reflect  upon  throughout  the  issue.  In  “Ask 
the  Board”  the  divergent  views  among  the 
three  responses  leave  no  doubt  that  profes¬ 
sionals,  like  the  rest  of  us,  read  reality  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ways.  Moreover,  like  the  rest  of  us, 
they  can  have  prejudices  and  preconcep¬ 
tions.  When  a  Board  member  warns  against 
possible  hostility  among  therapists  who  are 
confronted  by  a  gay  client  whose  sexual 
practices  may  not  be  “safe,”  or  when  a 

Mundane 

Continued  from  page  8 

expectations  since  much  more  material 
substance  was  required  to  fill  the  new 
sizes. ..more  material  substance  came  into 
their  possession  now  and  the  town  increas¬ 
ingly  materialized.”  Thus  Ernesta  is  an  un¬ 
witting  witness  to  another  step  in  the 
dissolution  of  her  culture. 

In  coming  to  terms  with  death  in  her  in¬ 
itiation  ceremony,  however,  Ernesta  does 
find  her  “balance  and  bearing.”  And  even 
though  we  know  that  her  way  of  life  will 
become  increasingly  tenuous  —  as  Rigober- 
ta  Menchu’s  has,  under  the  onslaught  of 
modern  technocracy  —  we  are  left  hearten¬ 
ed  by  this  glimpse  of  a  culture  in  “which 
everything  has  a  meaning.”  □ 

Bad  Girls 

Continued  from  page  9 

feminist?  According  to  Good  Girls,  sex 
trade  workers  “claim  to  be  feminists  in  ex¬ 
ile;  excluded  from  a  rightful  place  in  the 
feminist  movement,  the  demand  to  be 
recognized  as  members  of  the  women’s 
community.” 

During  the  conference,  feminists  who 
supported  the  theory  that  prostitution  is  vic¬ 
timization  of  women  were  challenged  by 
women  who  chose  to  be  prostitutes  and  who 
claim  a  sense  of  empowerment  from  it.  The 
prostitutes  represented  in  Good  Girls  do  not 
identify  themselves  as  victims,  nor  do  they 
agree  with  the  notion  that  their  work  is 
politically  incorrect. 

“[The]  ‘oh,  they’re  all  victims,  we  must 
save  them!’  trip  ...  supports  the  continued 
stigmatization  because  it’s  patronizing  and 
condescending,”  said  St.  James.  Another 
participant  added  that  she  had  felt  “more 
exploited  by  some  of  my  artistic  colleagues 
and  some  of  my  so-called  feminist  sisters 
than  I  have  ever  felt  as  a  stripper.”  I  must 
add,  however,  that  the  sex  trade  workers 
who  participated  in  the  conference  had  the 
economic  luxury  to  do  so,  unlike  many 
women  who  are  in  desperate  financial  situa¬ 
tions  and  who  work  as  prostitutes  for  lack  of 
alternative  resources. 

Some  readers  may  wonder  if  the  pro¬ 
stitutes  in  Good  Girls  are  taking  a  defensive 
stance  because  they  recognize  negative  at¬ 
tributes  about  their  work  as  women  in  the 
sex  trade  industry?  Journalist  Susan  Cole 
commented, 

You’d  think  that  feminism  and  feminists 
had  invented  sexual  abuse  just  to  prove  the 
point  that  male  supremacy  is  bad.  We 
didn’t,  and  I  think  that  a  lot  of  this  finger¬ 
pointing  is  a  really  good  illustration  of 
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Board  member  refuses  to  believe  that  sexual 
behavior  should  be  equated  with  alcohol  or 
drug  addiction,  JGLP  moves  beyond 
specific  clinical  responses  and  quietly  (but, 
one  suspects,  intentionally)  challenges  every 
reader  to  rethink  more  than  one  problem 
abroad  in  the  land. 

Among  the  articles,  mention  should  be 
made  of,  in  particular,  C.  Thorpe  Tully’s 
“Caregiving:  What  Do  Midlife  Lesbians 
View  as  Important?”  Even  though  Tully  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  conceived  her  study  in  order  to 
provide  useful  information  to  therapists 
working  with  single  women  over  50  who 
may  well  deny  their  lesbianism,  in  truth  the 
article  is  also  one  of  the  few  surveys  devoted 
to  this  specific  subset  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  It,  too,  attacks  preconceptions. 
Whereas  the  standard  profiles  of  women 
between  50  and  70  “depict  them  as  poorly 
educated,  politically  conservative,  religious¬ 
ly  active,  professionally  unemployed  and 
married,”  Tully’s  study  found  its  subjects 
to  be  the  very  opposite  on  all  counts  and  far 
more  similar  to  “young  women  who  have 
been  influenced  by  the  women’s  movement 
of  the  past  20  years.”  Still,  an  overwhelming 
majority  was  not  out  either  to  parents  or 
children.  Fully  74  percent  “viewed  the  legal 
system  as  hostile  to  lesbian  couples”  and  an 
even  higher  proportion  looked  forward  to 
being  cared  for  by  women  friends,  not  the 
services  society  provides,  since  those  ser¬ 
vices  also  were  perceived  to  discriminate 
against  lesbians. 

As  familiar  as  these  attitudes  may  be  to 
GCN  readers,  we  cannot  take  for  granted 
that  members  of  the  society  as  a  whole,  even 
psychiatrists  and  social  workers,  share  that 
awareness.  JGLP  has  undertaken  to  correct 
that  situation.  Its  importance  and  value  thus 
speak  for  themselves.  (Individuals  wishing 
to  subscribe  should  send  $24.00  to  The 
Haworth  Press,  Inc.,  12  West  32nd  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10001.)  □ 


how  hard  it  is  to  really  look  at  what’s  go¬ 
ing  on. 

Whether  or  not  the  good  girls  and  the  bad 
girls  can  resolve  their  differences  or  are  even 
interested  in  doing  so  remains  to  be  seen. 
The  sex  trade  workers  represented  in  Good 
Girls  are  determined  to  decriminalize  pro¬ 
stitution,  eliminate  oppressive  legislation, 
fight  discrimination  and  unsafe  work  condi¬ 
tions,  and  create  a  network  of  working 
women.  What  they  want  is  safety,  dignity, 
and  control  on  their  own  terms.  Perhaps  it  is 
time  to  examine  the  absence  of  sex  trade 
workers’  goals  in  the  feminist  agenda,  con¬ 
sidering  the  fact  that  both  groups  share  a 
common  concern  —  changing  the  status  of 
women  in  society.  □ 

Amazon 
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Beast,”  she  writes, 

...although  we  edge  toward  deep  changes, 
only  we  can  make  them.  Only  Girlfriend, 
taking  on  the  bigoted  beast  in  public.  Or 
me,  running  home  to  write  checks  and 
scribble  my  protest.  Even  with  all  the  good 
straight  women  and  men  in  the  world,  no 
one  is  going  to  do  it  for  us.  We  are  not  too 
sick,  too  weak,  too  deranged  or  too  liber¬ 
ated.  We  are  still  too  scared....  It  still  takes 
guts  to  hold  hands  with  your  lover, 
whether  you’re  on  Christopher  Street  or 
Main  Street.  And  if  I’m  not  aware  of  the 
danger  I’m  reckless.  And  if  I’m  not  aware 
that  1  have  the  power  to  change  the  way 
the  world  sees  that  act,  I  am  discounting 
myself. 

And  she  tells  us  why  she  works  at  a 
“schizophrenia-inducing  straight  job,”  why 
she  continues  to  write  books  when  they 
don’t  earn  back  more  than  her  expenses: 

I  am  one  wee  lesbian  writer  swinging  my 
pen  like  a  crudgel,  raging  the  only  way  I 
know  how:  to  action  through  words. 
Every  action  spreads  enlightenment.  The 
people  who  fight  us  see  through  their 
shadowy  fears.  They  are  not  likely  to  step 
into  the  light  to  learn  anything.  We  must 
step  out. 

Lynch  talks  about  “The  Geography  of 
Gay,”  describing  the  physical  places  where 
we  live:  New  York,  New  Haven,  Oregon, 
South  Carolina,  San  Francisco.  But  she  also 
describes  our  inner  places:  coming  out  in 
Greenwich  Village,  reading  aloud  in 
Greensboro,  being  sober  in  San  Francisco. 
There  are  so  many  places,  and  so  many 
ways.  And  ALL  of  them  belong  on  the 
Amazon  Trail.  If  you  can  afford  it,  buy  this 
book,  to  read  and  to  own.  If  you  can’t,  try 
to  borrow  it.  Write  to  your  local  gay  com¬ 
munity  paper  (especially  in  Boston),  and 
urge  them  to  carry  Lynch’s  column.  She 
writes  from  the  heart.  It  is  definitely  worth 
the  trip.  □ 
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specific  listing  should  be  approached  At 
Your  Own  Risk.) 

In  Equal  Affections ,  two  siblings,  Danny 
and  April,  recreate  aspects  of  the  central 
relationship  in  “AYOR.”  In  the  novel  April 
plays  the  adventurous  role  while  Danny 
holds  back  and  observes.  What  he  comes  to 
see  in  April  is  unconventional  and  hurtful 
conduct  for  which  his  sister  has  too  often 
been  forgiven. 

It  seemed  unjust  to  him  that  she  should  be 
graced  with  such  gifts  [April  becomes  a 
well-known  singer  and  song  writer],  not 
because  he  envied  her  the  gifts  themselves 
but  because  somehow  the  beauty  of  her 
singing  allowed  her  to  get  away  with  so 
much  else  that  was  so  unbeautiful. 

The  sight  is  powerful  enough  to  propel  Dan¬ 
ny  right  into  the  arms  of  monogamy. 

Thus,  both  of  Leavitt’s  newest  stories 
trace  the  same  pattern:  beyond  the  picket 
fence  of  quiet  domesticity  lies  a  wild  arena 
whose  denizens  lead  a  disquieting,  risky  ex¬ 
istence.  Now,  were  this  contrast  a  straight¬ 
forward  opposition  between  reasoned  cau¬ 
tion  and  unsafe  sex,  we  might  willingly  con¬ 
cede  that  these  tales  chart  in  their  way  an 
understandable  retreat  in  the  face  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  health  crisis.  But  Leavitt’s  portrait 
proves  to  be  neither  that  simple  nor  that  com¬ 
fortable.  Domesticity  here  is  both  medically 
and  morally  safe;  it  is  the  hallowed  high 
ground  against  which  the  waters  of  irrespon¬ 
sibility  keep  lapping. 

I  use  the  word  irresponsibility  advisedly. 
Although  Leavitt  gives  hints  that  his  gay 
characters  disassociate  themselves  from  a 
specific  kind  of  sexual  behavior  (“neither 
Walter  nor  Danny  having  ever  done  more 
than  dip  his  toes  in  the  great,  cold,  clammy 
river  of  promiscuity”),  “AYOR”  and 
Equal  Affections  focus  much  more  on  the 
problem  of  accountability.  April’s  wildness, 
and  the  voyeurism  of  the  narrator  of  the  short 
story  merit  censure  because  they  represent 
above  all  an  unwillingness  to  face  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  sustained  involvement  with 
others.  April’s  capacity  to  play  hit-and-run 
with  members  of  her  family  is  virtually 
limitless,  but  she  acts  in  a  similar  fashion 
with  both  the  men  and  the  women  she  beds. 
At  one  moment  in  “AYOR”  the  narrative 
voice  smugly  observes  about  friend  Craig 
and  himself: 

I  used  his  attractiveness  as  a  shield;  in  its 
shadow  I  was  invisible,  and  could  watch, 
fascinated,  as  men  approached  him,  as  he 
absorbed  all  the  damage  that  might  be  in¬ 
flicted  in  those  late-night  places.  It  was 
Craig  who  got  crabs,  amoebas,  warts.  I 
always  ended  up  at  home  —  alone,  but 
unscathed.  Safe. 

When  Danny’s  lover  Walter  begins  to 
chafe  under  the  constraints  of  monogamy 
and,  true  to  the  1980s,  seeks  excitement  in 
the  electronic  glamor  of  a  gay  computer  net¬ 
work,  the  result  is,  again,  an  unsettling 
brush  with  emotional  irresponsibility. 
Nudged  by  a  man  called  Balustrode  to  move 
from  computer  to  phone,  Walter  experi¬ 
ences  sex  that  has  no  reality:  “How 
astonishing  to  live  like  that,  without  ever 
having  to  touch,  without  ever  having  to 
show  your  face!”  The  exclamation  point 
betrays  not  only  surprise  but  also  realiza¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  end  Walter,  too,  returns  to 
the  fold: 

“I  missed  you,”  Walter  said.... 

“But  I  haven’t  gone  anywhere,”  Danny 
said  quietly. 

“I  have.” 

Danny  reached  up  a  hand,  lightly  brush¬ 
ed  it  over  Walter’s  cheek. 

“And  are  you  back?”  he  said. 

“I’m  back,”  Walter  said.  “I’m  back.” 

Whatever  we  may  feel  about  these  depic¬ 
tions  of  various  gay  personalities,  the  most 
startling  feature  of  Leavitt’s  recent  work  lies 
elsewhere:  in  its  willingness  to  lavish  on 
Danny  and  April’s  mother  alone  the  quali¬ 
ties  that  once  filled  out  the  portraits  of  gay 
protagonists.  Only  in  Louise  Cooper  are  fierce 
individualism,  the  pursuit  of  personal 
fulfillment,  and,  above  all,  a  frank  and 
unfettered  enjoyment  of  sex  allowed  to 
coexist  without  qualm  or  question. 

Equal  Affections  is  in  every  sense 
Louise’s  book.  It  charts  her  illnesses,  inner 
feelings,  her  interaction  with  her  sister,  hus¬ 
band,  and  children.  The  portrait  calls  forth 
the  best  of  Leavitt’s  considerable  talent  and 
especially  his  ability  to  evoke  the  drama  in 
life  using  only  the  mediocrity  of  every-day 
existence.  The  author’s  empathy  for  his 
main  character  is  everywhere  so  evident  that 
when  I  equated  facets  of  Louise  with  tradi¬ 
tional  gay  writing,  Leavitt’s  surprise  was  not 
unexpected.  He  responded  by  suggesting 
that  such  traits  are  not  exclusive  to 
homosexuals  and  signal  aspects  of  the  gay 


experience  which  are  in  fact  universal. 

Perhaps.  But  the  patterns  that  Leavitt  has 
created  with  the  central  figures  of  “AYOR” 
and  Equal  Affections  could  be  read  another 
way.  By  dividing  the  gay  and  lesbian  charac¬ 
ters  of  these  stories  between  those  who  em¬ 
brace  a  life  of  risk  and  irresponsibility  and 
those  who  seek  shelter  against  the  call  of  the 
wild  in  domesticity  and  voyeurism,  Leavitt 
has  effectively  placed  the  gay  experience 
outside  the  realm  of  any  positive  striving  for 
liberation  or  pleasure.  Conversely,  we  might 
say,  Louise  possesses  these  traits  not 
because  she  shares  them  with  Danny,  April, 
and  humanity  but  because  only  in  her  can 
they  be  trusted  to  keep  their  purity  and  at¬ 
tractiveness.  After  all,  who  better  to  make 
individualism  and  the  love  of  dick  seem 
respectable  than  the  sacred  figure  of  The 
Mother? 

As  Louise  lies  dying,  an  old  lover  appears 
to  her.  “This  was  Tommy  Burns,  naked  as 
the  day  he  was  born,  his  penis  hard,  with  his 
smell  of  grease  and  deodorant.  ‘I’m  gonna 
make  love  to  you,  Louise.’  ‘Tommy!’  she 
wanted  to  call,  and  reached  her  arms  toward 
him,  to  touch  him,  to  take  him  in.”  What  is 
so  extraordinary  about  this  passage  is  not 
that  it  happens  to  Louise,  but  that  such  an 
event  happens  only  to  Louise,  that  a  gay 
writer  would  reserve  such  frank  expression 
of  desire  for  a  straight  protagonist  and 
reduce  his  gay  creations  to  individuals  who 
are  either  wholly  dull  or  wholly  daring. 

How  curious,  I  thought  over  the  course  of 
our  interview,  that  an  author  who  can  il¬ 
lumine  so  well  the  pitfalls  of  life  without  ac¬ 
countability  would  also  affirm  that  “The 
nice  thing  about  being  a  fiction  writer  is  that 
you  don’t  really  have  any  particular  respon¬ 
sibilities  except  to  write  well.”  The  nature  of 
Leavitt’s  latest  works  suggests  that  the  jux¬ 
taposition  is  perhaps  not  so  curious  as  all 
and  that,  willy-nilly,  he  has  brought  into 
focus  some  of  the  complexities  of  our  time. 

Leavitt  may  not  see  himself  as  a  gay  writer 
but  with  the  publication  of  “AYOR”  the 
possibility  that  he  might  explore  the  world 
of  gayety  has  ceased  to  be  only  a  possibility. 
What  emerges  from  that  development,  how¬ 
ever,  is  a  portrait  so  reminiscent  of  negative 
judgments  about  the  gay  world  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  AIDS  crisis  that  we  need 
not  wonder  long  why  an  openly  gay  writer 
would  feel  no  responsibilities  other  than  to 
his  craft.  Though  very  different  in  many 
ways,  Leavitt’s  two  most  recent  stories  imp¬ 
ly  (but  do  not  examine  the  implication)  that 
accountability  equals  domesticity  and  that 
all  who  have  not  sworn  to  attend  together 
every  meeting  of  the  Gay  Homeowners 
Association  have  thrust  both  head  and  toe 
into  that  contemptible  “clammy  river  of 
promiscuity.” 

Because  of  these  patterns,  “AYOR”  and 
Equal  Affections  will  prove  to  be  difficult 
reading  for  many  gay  men.  But  will  they 
eventually  prove  to  be  difficult  reading  for 
David  Leavitt,  too?  Just  as  we  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  believe  that  retreat,  opprobrium 
and  voyeurism  will  not  be  the  final  response 
of  the  gay  community  to  the  phenomenon 
of  AIDS,  so  let  us  hope  that  Leavitt’s  latest 
offerings  are  not  his  last  words  on  the  gay 
experience.  It  deserves  better.  □ 

Girls’  camp 
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festival  in  Pennsylvania,  to  a  softball  tour¬ 
nament  in  North  Carolina,  and  finally  to  an 
emotional  showdown  of  her  own  in  New 
Orleans.  Along  the  way,  she  meets  quite  an 
assortment  of  unusual  dykes  —  basically 
small  city  or  small  town,  more  into  noisy 
machines  than  noisy  politics,  but  nonetheless 
confidently  lesbian  and  proud.  I  enjoyed 
these  episodes.  Although  somewhat  contriv¬ 
ed,  the  author  came  up  with  some  refreshing 
new  images  of  lesbians,  such  as  dykes 
snowmobiling  into  mud,  and  doing  drag. 
(Tina  Turner  watch  out!) 

The  main  theme  of  the  book  concerns 
Ramsey’s  attempt  to  resolve  her  emotions 
about  her  first  relationship,  one  that  she  had 
had  as  a  teenager  15  years  or  so  earlier.  My 
own  coming  out  experience  was  remarkably 
similar  to  Ramsey’s,  so  I  identified  with  the 
situation  immensely.  I’m  somewhat  embar¬ 
rassed  to  admit  that  in  the  17  years  I’ve  spent 
trying  to  figure  out  my  own  experience,  I 
never  came  up  with  the  solution  Elizabeth 
Dean  offers  —  and  it’s  a  perfectly  possible 
and  satisfying  chain  of  events.  I  don’t  want 
to  give  it  away,  but  every  dyke  who  came  out 
at  a  girls’  camp  (that  should  be  about  50.4 
percent  of  all  women-identified  women)  and 
got  dumped  at  the  end  of  the  summer  (that 
should  be  about  98.4  percent  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  figure)  will  definitely  want  to  stop 
daydreaming  about  what  might  have  been 
long  enough  to  check  out  this  book.  □ 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  FEB.  26-MAR.  4,  1989  □  PAGE  II 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYIST ON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
1617)3531500 


A  traAf  ij 

•  business  Out  lists  other  business  vho  are  villinc  to 
barer  (or  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  e  direct  exchange  of 
goodsfservices  Through  »  tnde  exchange  you  receive 
many  benefits  including,  higher  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  -ax  breaXs  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  calling  . 


1  800  -  426  -  7184  or  S13  -  787  -  »1JQ 

via  post  1 13  E  Whiteman  St.  Yellov  Springs,  Ohio  45387 


L ftvr  xvsr*  A**s**SWV» 


O17  5-24  73<>4 


by  .ippnmi  m<*nt 


L 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 

MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


GBc# 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 
237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


ini’s  5 


soul  readings  ? 
0  relationships 

life  purpose 

j.  Christian  peterson 
ranspersonal  astrology 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(6171 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


Troubled 
People 

Loneliness ,  depression.  Gays 
&  Lesbians  are  not  immune. 

I  encourage  an  initial 
interview  at  no  charge. 

Ruth  Chessman, 
M.A. 
964-2510 

(please  note  corrected  phone 
number) 


i  j 


A  SPIRITUAL 
RETREAT  FOR 
LESBIAN  WOMEN 


March  3  -  March  5,  1989 

We  will  celebrate  Lesbian  wisdom  with  meditation, 
chanting,  ritual,  visualization,  and  healing. 


with  DIANE  MARIECHILD 

teacher  and  author  of  Mother  Wit 
and  The  Inner  Dance 

and  her  partner  SHUU  GOODMAN,  singer  and 
ritual  performance  artist 


A  residential  program  held  at  Essex  Retreat  Center, 
North  Shore,  a  1 0  minute  walk  from  the  ocean. 


All  expenses,  room  and  board,  luxury  spa,  $225.00 
Limited  space  -  call  early. 

For  information  and  registration  call 

Full  Circle  Workshops  413-259-1657 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


presents 

LIVING  WELL 

series 


Presentations  to  enhance  our  lives  in  the  era  of  AIDS. 

Weekly  workshops  will  be  offered  on  various  aspects  of  living  with  HIV. 
All  are  welcome,  though  certain  presentations  will  be 
more  relevant  to  those  with  HIV  infection. 


Sex  &  Intimacy  Tuesday,  March  1 

Massage  Intensive  Four  Week  Workshop 

Thursday,  March  2,  9, 16  &  23 
Medical  Options  &  HIV  Tuesday,  March  14 

Stress  Reduction  Tuesday,  March  21 

Choosing  a  Medical  Provider  Tuesday,  March  28 

6  -  8  pm  Free  of  charge  FCHC,  93  Mass  Ave,  3rd  Floor 

Call  Paul,  Robb  or  Neil  at  267-0900  to  pre-register. 


CONNUMITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-7 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856. 
National  gay  8  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
37S  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021  IS 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I861/;  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  8  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambndge  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 14 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  8  Substance  • 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  M A  02144 
776r9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
601/S  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
39S-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 


REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  cade  for  the  gay  8  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.).  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  M A  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID  S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambndge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  Ilam 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O.  Box  405 
Rockport.  MA  01966 
S08/546-7252 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-4469. 
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GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
ft  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

HAMPTONS  HOUSEBOY 

You  18-plus,  average,  youthful,  healthy,  responsible, 
clean  record,  day  person,  lite  party  animal,  care  for  2 
GWM's,  house,  yard,  answer  phone,  drive  limo,  share 
good  times,  good  sex.  In  exchange  for  all  needs,  ex¬ 
penses,  security.  Will  train.  Photo,  phone,  detailed  let¬ 
ter  to  Occupant,  P.O.  1020,  Water  Mill,  Long  Island, 
N.Y.  11976. _ (32,34,36) 

MEMIL 

Ich  mochte  dich  kussen. 

Bin  aber  zu  schutern,  DED1L. _ (32) 

Hunny:  You’re  a  real  athletic  supporter,  uh,  sustainer. 
xo 

_ (32) 

JW:  We  saw  Daddy  kissing/slapping/pinching/etc.  you- 
know-who  and  we  want  to  know  if  your  chest  is  still 
sticky.  Signed,  Everybody  in  the  Room. _ (32) 

LF  33,  warm,  sensual,  creative,  swimmer,  activist  in  gay 
and  progressive  politics,  seeks  LFs  with  integrity  for 
dates,  romance,  casual  sex.  If  you  like  music,  dancing, 
films,  novels,  travel,  exploring  the  city,  beach  walks, 
write  GCN  Box  346. _ (33) 

Isolated  GWM,  28,  friendly,  aware,  educated,  seeks 

similar  contacts.  PO  Box  966,  Youngstown,  OH,  44501 . 
Please  write  soon! _ (33) 

GWF  22,  bright,  attractive-seeking  one  special  woman, 
28-40,  to  share  my  warmth  and  affection.  I  am 

monogamous,  sensitive  and  have  much  to  offer  so¬ 
meone  who  is  willing  to  take  a  chance.  Please  write  GCN 
Box  344. _ (32) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  M A  02139. _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469.  _ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


HEALING  THE  BODY  ELECTRIC 

Ecstatic,  transformational  weekend  with  Body  Electric’s 
Joseph  Kramer.  March  17-19.  Taoist  erotic  massage  and 
more.  Introduction  Friday  March  17  7:30pm.  551  Tremont. 
$10.  Information  522-9164. _ (34) 

WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Celebrating  International  Women’s  Day,  Sat.,  March  4  and 
Sal.  11,  llam-5pm.  Downstairs,  186  Hampshire  St.,  Cam- 
bridge.  _ _ _ (33) 

AIDS  AND  ARC  PATIENTS 

New  from  China,  100%  Natural  pure  enzyme  that  kills  harm¬ 
ful  bacteria  and  virus.  $39.95  —  one  month  supply.  $99  —  3 
month  supply.  Money  back  guarantee.  Nutri  Rite,  2269  So. 
University  Dr, ,  Davie,  Fla.  33324,  Suite  229. _ (33) 


I 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

f 

SERVICES 

CALENDAR  HEAVEN  (YEP8) 

GCN  REALLY  REALLY  needs  a  volunteer  calendar  coor¬ 
dinator/s  —  one  person  5  hrs.  a  week  or  two  people  to  split 
the  job.  You’ll  know  everything  that’s  happening  before 
everyone  else! !  Call  Stephal  (617)426-4469. _ 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info,  (Q 


SERVICES 


GODIAS  HERBS 

Herbal  therapies  for  the  immune  system  and  carrisyn. 
P.O.  Box  2023  Gloucester,  MA  01930  or  call 
617-522-4094.  _ (32) 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


/  "  A 

FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


PERSONAL  HEAtTH 

•General  Medical  Care  »Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  332-1459 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  wnting  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25<t 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  D  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

L !  APARTMENTS  J  SUMMER  RENTALS  J  RESORTS 
H  FOR  SALE  Q  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 
n  SERVICES  □  RIDES  D  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $. 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□SI 5  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $. 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


COUNSELING 
I  OK  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Cull  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 
739-7860 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SERVICES 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  ,  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4  50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S4  50:  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi  Missouri.  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50:  Connecticut  Delaware, 
DistricI  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kepi  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  lor  further  information  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St  .  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


HELP  WANTED 


LEFT  ECONOMIC  JOURNALISM  — 
Editor/writer/manager,  Dollars  &  Sense  magazine. 
Background  in  political  economy  desirable.  Magazine 
management/production  experience  useful.  3-4  day  per 
week  position  beginning  in  June.  Salary  based  on 
$17,100  full-time  equivalent.  Full  health  benefits. 
Women  and  people  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Send 
resume  and  writing  sample  by  April  7  to  Dollars  & 
Sense.  1  Summer  St.,  Somerville,  MA  02143. _ (34) 

ATTENTION  —  HIRING!  Government  jobs  —  your 
area.  Many  immediate  openings  without  waiting  list  or 
test.  $17,840-$69,485.  Call  1-602-838-8885.  Ext.  R6433. 

_ (32) 

GREAT  WORK  OUTDOORS 

Landscaping  Helpers  —  Full  and  part  time.  Must  have 
car.  Labor  heavy  at  times.  Fair  wages  and  good  working 
environment.  Call  617/282-7227. _ (33) 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE  SCHOOL  HIRING 
Bikeshop  needs  help  for  season  or  longer.  Shop  ex¬ 
perience  preferred  but  will  train.  Retail  or  restaurant  ex¬ 
perience  useful.  People  of  color  and  people  of  women 
encouraged  to  apply.  Please  call  (617)  868-3392.  (32) 

FREE  APT.  PLUS  SiSO/MONTH  CLEAR  SALARY 
Work  2  3-day  weekends  per  month  (and  provide 
emergency  back-up  coverage  half-time)  as  a  personal 
care  attendant  for  a  Jamaica  Plain  dynamo  disabled  les¬ 
bian.  Must  be  able  to  lift,  drive,  and  not  smoke  on  shift. 
Involves  personal  care  and  integrity.  Will  train.  Connie, 

(617)524-0921. _ ] _ (35) 

Attendant  for  disabled  lesbian  art  therapist.  Wednesday 
8:30am  through  Friday  8:30am  (48  hrs.)  $200  clear.  Lif¬ 
ting,  driving,  personal  care.  Light  sleeper,  non-smoker 
preferred.  Call  524-0921. _ (35) 

PART-TIME  PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT 
Many  positions  available  as  PCA  or  back-up  PCA  for  a 
disbaled  writer.  Helping  me  to  shower,  dress.  No  lifting, 
but  perfer  those  with  strength  or  balance.  I  live  in  J.P. 
$7.10  per  hour.  No  taxes.  Call  (617)  232-5956.  Let  it 

ring, _ (33) 

Live  in  Housekeeper 

Year  round  position  available  for  women’s  guest  house, 
call  Gabriel’s  at  (508)  487-3232. _ (33) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
amcrica’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  021 16. _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $!2/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington.  DC  20005.  fRxl 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

•  *. 

HELP  WANTED 


SHIPPING 

Packing  and  shipping  books,  some  other  respon¬ 
sibilities,  for  gay  publisher.  Part-time  or  full-time  posi¬ 
tion  available.  Non-smoking  office.  $6/hour  plus 
benefits  (if  full-time).  Phone  Joe,  542-5679. _ (32) 


Receptionist  for  active  holistic  five-person  medical  of¬ 
fice.  Needed:  good  inter-personal  skills  and  problem 
solving.  16-20  hours/week.  $7.00/hour.  One  year  com¬ 
mittment.  Call  Sheila  M/Tu/Th  625-8840.  Also  needed: 
computer  billing  person.  Must  be  organized,  quick  to 
learn,  good  with  details.  Third-party  billing  experience 
helpful.  Computer/accounts  reveivable  experience 
useful.  15-22  hours/week.  $8. 50/hour.  Call  Nancy 
625-8840. _ (35) 


LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  in  JP.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  driver’s  license.  Live-in 
$225/wcek.  Weekdays  5-IOpm  $177/week.  Weekends 
$160.  Call  731-6228.  (33) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


Two  rooms  of  large  apartment  in  Medford,  near  station 
and  plaza.  No  pets/smokers/drugs.  $200  each  plus 
utilities.  After  6pm.  Betty  395-0381. _ (33) 


LF,  31  quiet  sober  smoker  seeks  gay  male  or  lesbian  to 
find  and  share  drug  an  alcohol  free  apartment  in  Beverly 
area.  (508)  927-6234, _ (33) 


WORCESTER-MARLBORO  AREA 

Lesbian  couple  with  newborn  in  sunny  cape  in  quaint 
N.E.  town  seek  L  to  share  house.  Near  rte.  495;  50  min. 
from  Boston.  $400/mo.  all  inclusive.  Call  Jo  (508) 
869-3130.  _ _ (32) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  and  personable  cat  seek  LF  to  share  our  spacious 
apartment  in  gay-owned  house  with  yard  near  Green 
and  Orange  lines.  No  smoking,  mininal  alcohol/drugs. 
$400-plus.  Call  524-7917. _ (33) 


LF  36  seeks  roommate  for  spacious  sunny  apt.  Quiet 
neighborhood,  fireplace,  backyard,  no  dogs,  another 
cat  O.K.  380-plus,  low  utilities,  484-7305,  Belmont.  (33) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2BR  apt  near  T.  Washer, 
dryer,  parking.  $350-plus  a  month.  No  smoking,  drugs, 
more  pets  (have  2  cats).  Leave  message.  522-8287,  (33) 


Sane,  LF  30’s  seeks  same  for  sunny  two  BR  house  in 
Newton.  Two  porches,  washer,  dryer.  No  pets  or  butts 
please!  Available  4-1.  $375  per  month  plus  utilities. 
Please  call  244-6725.  Must  be  born  in  October  (just  kid¬ 
ding!). _ (33) 


Camb/Som  —  2  great  and  amusing  LFs  seek  3rd  respon¬ 
sible,  considerate  one  for  nice  apartment  on  quiet  street 
near  ‘T*.  No  smoking  or  pets.  $342-plus,  776-6158.  (32) 


LF  needs  housemate  to  share  Ige  Victorian  on  2-plus 
acres  near  Townsend,  MA.  Use  of  washer,  dryer,  pool. 
No  alcohol/drugs,  smoking  o.k.  Easy  commute  to 
Nashua,  NH,  Worcester,  Boston.  Call  (508)  386-7334. 
$440  per  month. _ (32) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  SUBLET 

2  LF’s  seek  3rd  housemate  for  large,  beautiful  Victorian 
apartment  near  JP  Licks.  Non-smoking,  vegetarian; 
deck,  backyard,  W/D,  dishwasher;  Have  cats,  no  more 
pets.  Sublet  3/1  thru  5/1,  6/1.  Approx.  $400  htd.  Anne: 
522-6561.  (32) 


2  LFs  looking  for  3rd  to  share  sunny  JP  semi-coop  apt. 
near  T  and  Arboreum.  $335-plus.  Pets  ok,  smoking  is 
not.  Call  522-4368  _ (32) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 
AD 


□ 


GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate"  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


Seeking  LF  —  28  plus,  semi-vegetarian  nonsmoking, 
clean,  communicative,  friendly,  stable  to  share  3 
bedroom,  sunny,  spacious  home  with  LF31  -  quiet, 
creative,  healer.  2  rooms  or  I  available.  Belmont-Camb. 
line.  Debra:  484-1553.  (32) 


APARTMENTS 


APARTMENTS 


ORGANIZATIONS 


MOVERS 


Somerville 

Spacious,  sunny,  2  BR  Apt.  in 
Winterhill.  New  K  and  B,  5 
min  to  Sullivan  Sq.  T,  walk  to 
shopping.  $700/mo.,  plus  util. 
Avail.  3/1/89.  Call  628-4074, 
leave  message.  _ 


LIKE  TO  READ? 

Good  books  deserve  good  conversation.  If  you’d  like  to 
share  both  with  a  group  of  fun,  literate  men,  call  Gus 
277 -8719 _ (32) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

BHW 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 


BUCK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 


A  REAL  HOME 

Sun-filled  2  bedroom  duplex  with  hardwood  floors  in  Vic¬ 
torian  2  family.  Quiet  tree-lined  street  2  blocks  to  Ashmont  T. 
20  minute  drive  tp  Back  Bay.  $800  includes  heat  and  off-street 
parking.  Available  immediately,  call  owner  288- 1 587,  (33) 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info.  _ (15.32) 


THE  JIM  CURK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


Dorchester  two  bedroom  apt.,  large  closets,  harbor  views, 
quiet  street.  $640.00  includes  heat,  h/w.  elec,  washer  and 
dryer.  Call  436-8490.  Owner  occupied  on  Jones  Hill.  (32) 


FOR  SALE 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _ (7) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


FOR  SALE 

Noted  Black  woman  writer’s  home  in  Staten  Island,  NY. 
Contat  HEMA  and  IRIS  at  718/727-6900. _ (40) 


1986  Chevy  Chevette  2  dr  hatchback  less  than  25K  miles. 
Original  owner,  car  never  abused,  always  taken  care  of. 
Have  all  repair  and  maintenance  receipts.  Alarm,  a/c, 
rear  window  defogger,  tinted  windows,  AM/FM  stereo 
cassette  with  clock  and  electronic  tune.  New  standard 
transmission,  clutch,  brakes,  tune-up.  Great  little 
transportation  car.  Runs  like  a  top.  524-2401 , _ (34) 


VACATIONS 


ALL  MALE! 

FLORIDA  -  HOLLYWOOD  HOUSE  RESORT 

A  tropical  setting  located  in  central  Hollywood,  Florida. 
Minutes  from  bars  and  beach.  Rooms,  efficiencies,  1-2 
bedrm  apts.  Low  nitely,  weekly  and  monthly  rates  avail. 
Pool,  clubhouse,  and  laundry  facility.  Call  (305) 
920-2372. _ (41) 


SKI  from  our  door  (we  have  snow)  or  cozy-up  by  our 
fires.  Lesbian  owned  and  operated  Farm/inn.  Baby 
goats,  horseback  riding,  veg.  cuisine.  Unique! 
GREENHOPE  FARM  802-533-7772. _ (33) 


RAYNOR’S  MOTOR  LODGE 

A  modern  motel  in  the  heart  of  the  White  Mountain  Ski 
Area  for  gays.  We  are  located  along  the  Gale  River  in 
the  picturesque  village  of  Franconia,  NH.  Ski  Cannon 
Mountain  with  Peter  or  simply  enjoy  our  mountain 
views.  Write:  Box  10,  Franconia,  NH  03580  or  call 
1-800-634-8187.  Peter  and  Dieter,  Innkeepers. _ (32) 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails  and  then  un¬ 
wind  in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  Our 
100  scenic  acres  and  19  cozy  rooms  are  just  what  you 
need.  Inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby. 
Great  mid-week  discounts!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN, 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (35) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  ’’time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! 


GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


PUBLICATIONS 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob,  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181, _ (ex) 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI 
48219. _ (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  nol  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 


GUARDIAN:Indepcndent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.IOOII. _ [ex) 


DORCHESTER 

5  room  apartment,  back  porch,  natural  woodwork,  glass 
cabinets.  Near  Ashmont  T,  shopping.  Lesbian  owned,  quiet 
neighborhood.  Available  April  1st.  $750-plus.  No  pets. 
288-9567. _ _  (34) 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 


J.P.  SUBLET 

Furnished  4  room  apartment  mid-March  through  June.  Dates 
negotiable.  Cheap  Cheap  Cheap.  Call  524-0857.  Leave 
message. _  (32) 


WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 


MELVILLE  AVENUE  DORCHESTER 

A  grand  apartment  in  restored  Victorian.  Beautifully  detailed 
rooms  laid  out  for  entertaining  include  wood  paneled  and 
beamed  living  room.  Two  large  bedrooms,  1  Vi  baths,  tons  of 
closets.  Near  Shawmut  Red  Line.  $1100  heated.  436-3014. 
References,  first  and  security.  (32) 


ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  (ex) 


Prisoners 
SeekingH 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 


Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


m 


PWA-RAG  -  (Prisoners  With  AIDS  -  Rights  Ad¬ 
vocacy  Group)  has  a  new  director.  Prisoners  in¬ 
terested  in  corresponding  with  PWAs  or  HIV  positive 
prisoners  or  non-prisoners  should  contact:  Byron 
Merton,  1407  E.  Brady  St.  No.520,  Milwaukee  Wl 
53202.  For  those  who  are  able,  they  also  need 
donations  of  stamps  and  sources  of  legal  advice. 


25  cents  and  a  minute  to  help  Louisiana:  I  have 
filed  suit  against  the  prison  here  for  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  gays  housed  in  Magnolia  unit  for 
depriving  us  of  the  rights  and  ‘privileges’  af¬ 
forded  all  other  inmates.  The  suit  would  ‘move 
along’  more  quickly  if  GCN’s  readers  were  to 
send  a  short  letter  stressing  its  importance  and 
rightness  to:  Robert  Livingston,  2353  Rayburn 
Bldg,  Washington  DC  20515,  and  Lindy 
Boggs  M.C.,  2353  Rayburn  Bldg,  Washington 
DC  20515.  (Thank  you.) 


Seeking  Attorney  for  AIDS  lawsuit: 
A  prisoner  is  seeking  a  volunteer  at¬ 
torney  to  handle  a  lawsuit  filed  in 
June,  1988  seeking  an  injunction 
against  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons 
policy  requiring  AIDS  testing  as  a 
release  condition  for  federal 
prisoners.  Starchild  v.  Reagan  is 
pending  in  the  US  Dist  Ct  for  D.C. 
Interested  legal  help  may  write  for 
more  details.  (Readers  are  invited  to 
bring  this  case  to  the  attention  of 
D.C.  area  law  firms.)  Adam  Star- 
child,  04690-067,  Box  1000-C,  Sand¬ 
stone  MN  55072. ... _ _  _ 


leeee.ee>©©©©©©*>' 

Retired  28  yr  old  recreational  pharmacist, 
quasi-intellectual,  pseudo-sophisticated,  wan¬ 
nabe  writer,  wishes  to  exchange  words  and  wit¬ 
ticisms  with  real  people  in  the  real  world.  Eric 
Craig  PETERSON,  D-69499  Suite  330,  Del 
Norte,  PO  Box  500,  Chino  CA  91708. 


Thanks  for  being  a  friend. 


eing  a 

I  would  like  to  talk  to  somebody  abc>ut  being  a 
friend.  I  need  someone  to  talk  with.  Please 
dont’  stop  sending  me  your  paper.  It  helps  me 
keep  up  with  AIDS  and  gay  people.  Thank  you 
for  being  a  friend.  Robert  (‘Karen’) 
JACKSON,  450568,  Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway  TX 
75852. 


Loving  male  seeks  TS,  TV  for  possible  relation 
ship.  Am  a  paralegal,  enjoy  soft  music  and  can 
dlelight  dinners.  Will  answer  all  who  write  for 
friendship  and  legal  help.  Edward  CREAGH 
56915  Unit  10,  Parchman  MS  38738. 


Thanks  for  the  wonderful  paper!  No,  there’s 
no  AIDS  education  here  at  all.  I  did  some 
volunteer  AIDS  support  in  San  Diego  and 
learned  a  lot.  I  try  to  teach  the  others  here 
about  safe  sex.  I  go  by  the  name  ‘Betty’  and 
love  art,  reading,  dancing,  clothes  designing 
and  cooking.  Will  send  pictures  and  be  prompt 
to  anyone  who  will  write  me.  Luther  CLICK, 
78124-098,  OK  Unit,  PO  Box  1500,  El  Reno 
OK  73036. 


My  name  is  ‘Gemini’,  I’m  35,  a  design  artist 
and  poet.  I’d  like  to  have  a  penpal.  Race  is  no 
problem.  My  MAIN  interests  are  TVs,  cross 
dressers,  TS  and  friendship.  Terry  ANDER 
SON,  048790,  Box  900  (5A269),  Jefferson  City 
MO  65102. 


p 

From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

is 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
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•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 
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I’m  a  19  yr  old  black  female  who  is  temporarily 
incarcerated  and  would  like  someone  to  write 
to.  I  enjoy  all  outdoor  activities  and  I  like  to 
dance.  I  would  like  sincere  people  to  write,  any 
age,  color  or  race.  Amy  WORTHY,  660471 
(MB  249),  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL 
33024. 


I  would  like  a  penpal.  I  like  reading,  singing, 
and  writing.  And  would  love  to  snare  some 
thoughts  with  someone  on  the  outside.  I’m  not 
allowed  to  correspond  with  prisoners.  Donna 
PARKER,  8482,  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  17756. 


I  love  the  outdoors  and  horseback  riding  and 
country  music  and  walking  hand  in  hand  along 
the  beach.  Also  I  would  like  to  learn  more 
about  women  and  AIDS.  They  don’t  teach  us 
anything  here.  Judy  WILSON,  16435  ARN  1, 
1479  Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040 


I  would  truly  enjoy  sharing  my  innermost  self 
with  someone  special.  I’m  a  very  warm  pas¬ 
sionate  person  in  a  bad  predicament.  Let’s  get 
to  know  each  other.  Eddie  FOSTER,  143404 
(2-72),  100  WArrior  Lane,  Bessemer  AL  35023 


I’m  a  Foxy  ‘China  Doll’  transsexual,  31  yrs  old 

(but  look  23),  light  caramel  brown  chocolate 
coconut  complexion  with  whip  cream  on  top 
and  a  nice  cherry  in  the  center.  My  hobbies  are 
modeling,  cooking,  dancing,  plants  and 
socializing.  Michelle  TURNER,  4-N,  40  S. 
Alabama  St,  Indianapolis  IN  46204. _ 

I  write  songs  and  poems 


I’m  not  after  no  one’s  money.  I’d  just  like  to 
meet  someone  out  there  who’s  gay  or  TV-TS  or 
bi  and  be  able  to  talk  with  them  as  a  friend.  I’m 
Irish  and  Gypsy,  but  color  or  age  don’t  matter 
to  me.  Please  write.  Marvin  RICKEY,  42793, 
Box  900  (5-A-227),  Jefferson  City  MO  65102 


The  day  to  day  monotony  in  here  is  driving  me 
insane.  So  I’m  humbly  hoping  that  you  will 
place  a  penpal  ad  for  me.  Gay  Black  male, 
young  and  good  looking,  lonely  and  in  need  of 
sincere  friends.  Wishes  to  correspond  with 
anyone.  Age,  race  no  barrier.  Tommie  JONES, 
86229,  Box  711,  Menard  IL  62259. 


I  enjoy  GCN  more  then  I  could  ever  say  in  a  let¬ 
ter.  It’s  not  easy  finding  information  on  the 
Gay  Community,  other  then  how  sick  we  are 
and  shit  like  that.  And  being  a  prisoner  makes 
things  a  little  bit  harder.  So  it  brought  joy  to 
my  heart  to  find  out  about  your  paper.  I  would 
like  to  be  in  your  penpal  column,  trying  to  find 
a  special  friend.  John  LENSKE,  68343,  Unit  7, 
Parchman  MS  38738 


35  yr  old  gay  male,  remodeler  of  homes  and 
businesses  for  a  living  (prior  to  this 
foolishness),  love  piano  music  and  working 
with  my  hands.  I’m  a  peaceful  soul  that  enjoys 
the  ocean  and  the  mountains,  an  extensive 
reader  of  fiction,  seeking  correspondence  and 
friendship.  Philip  GILLESPIE,  67480,  Unit  29, 
Parchman  MS  38738. 


I’m  gay  and  in  prison  and  would  really  like  to 
get  someone  to  write  to.  I’m  18,  and  would  like 
to  write  to  someone  in  my  age  bracket  but  if 
you  can’t  find  someone,  anyone  will  be  OK.  I 
just  need  someone  to  talk  about  my  feelings  to. 
Dennis  CHAMBERS,  149365,  Box  500,  Boyd- 
ton  VA  23917. 


TONS  OF  MAIL!!! 

After  a  friend  of  mine  placed  an  ad  in  your 
paper  he  got  tons  of  mail  from  all  kinds  of  peo¬ 
ple.  Therefore  I  would  like  to  place  an  ad. 
Young  man  wounded  by  love,  trampled  by  iron 
shod  feet,  and  tossed  in  the  dungeon  deep,  in 
need  of  some  T.L.C.  Blaine  LEE,  151570,  State 
Farm  VA  23160. 


I’m  writing  primarily  to  ask  this  organization’s 
assistance  as  for  helping  me  acquire  a  pen  pal.  I 
th 


was  confabulating  with  a  comrade  and  were 
told  about  your  organization.  If  feasible  I  will 
appreciate  it  tremendously  if  you  could  and/or 
would  be  of  great  assistance  to  helping  me  find 
a  correspondence  partner.  Your  collaboration 
is  appreciated  abundantly.  I  respectfully  await 
your  response.  Thank  you,  Robert  SMILEY, 
103737,  Camp  J  Shark  3L3,  Angola  LA  70712 


Greetings  from  ‘Hotel  Danville’! 

Seeking  friendship  and  maybe  more  through 
correspondence.  Race  and  backgroun  unimpor¬ 
tant.  Let’s  get  in  touch!  I’m  27,  and  truly  ap¬ 
preciate  your  printing  penpal  ads  for  us 
prisoners  who  can’t  afford  them  otherwise! 
David  OAKLEY,  N01726,  Box  4002,  Danville 
IL  61834. 
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display  at  the  Gallery  of  Light  Sources,  107  South  St.,  i 
il  March  7th.  Don’t  miss  them!  Info:  617/451-5230. 


6  Monday 


Tuesday 


25  Saturday  □  Meli  Solomon’s  photographs  of  Biker  Girls  will  be 
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idge^^iften'siCrift  Market.  «4ebra’tmg  lew/ra-  • ;  h(9,i(lg  group  for  everyone 

/omen’s  Day.  llam-5pm.  Also  3/1,1.  l^imptfcb-St.v.  Health  Club  probes  room,  WLColumbus  Avc 

downstai”'  '  '  ’  7  30  9  30pm.  .617,426-9705  .. 

Dorchester  □  12th  Annual  International ’’.Women's  Day  B^on  }  “Boston's  Other  Voice  ’’  radio  f^  ffay/Lcsbian 
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cessible 


5  Sunday 

Boston  □  Live  broadcast  of  the  5th  International  Women’s 
Day  Video  Festival.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  Cable 
channels  A3  and  A8.  Noon-5pm. 

Cambridge  □  Bell  Hooks,  Black  feminist  theorist,  appears  at 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.  3-5pm. 
617/876-5310. 

Somerville  □  GLOSS,  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings  potluck.  7pm.  Info:  Mike,  617/628-6956  or  Rich, 
776-6956. 


Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  grtttiprpieaip  ’ 

Porter  Square.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested. 

Boston  □  Alcoholics  Together  Les/Gay  group  holds  a  free 
discussion  meeting  Mon.-Fri.  at  Gay  &  Lesbian  Health,  180  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  12-1 :30pm.  617/227-8353. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  2/27  Lesbian  Parenting. 
3/6  Erotic  Writing.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm, 
Free.  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 
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Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event.  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  your  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted. 


27  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Opening  of  March  On,  art  show  sponsored  by 
ART/WORD,  to  benefit  AIDS  Hospice  at  Mission  Hill,  Camb. 
Multicultural  Arts,  41  2nd  St.  617/577-1400. 

Boston  □  Volunteer  Night  for  the  Boston  Bisexual 
Women’s  Network.  7:30pm.  617/247-6683. 


Boston  □  Committee  on  Gay/Lesbian  Issues,  NASW  on 

building  links  btw/lesbians/gay  men  and  their  families.  7pm.  Info: 
Cate,  617/391-2790. 

8  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Women's  Vigil  for  Justice  to  support  the  poor 
and  dispossessed.  Wear  dark  clothes  and  bring  your  own  light. 
Park  St.  station,  5:30-6:30pm. 


Boston  □  Support  Group  for  Battered  Women  meets  at 
7pm.  617/899-8676. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  and  Marching  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15  p.m.  In¬ 
fo:  Joe  617/625-3304,  Zoe  617/396-2989. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Info:  Bill  617/782-9063. 


25  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Intercollegiate  Dance  MIT 

Walker  Memorial,  3rd  floor.  142  Memorial  Dr.  9pm-lam.  $3/6. 
617/437-7399  (HER-SEXY). 

Roxbury  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society  meets  at 
Ipm.  Topic:  Reading  and  discussion  of  "The  Eye  of  Argon."  In¬ 
fo:  The  Gaylaxians,  Box  1051,  Boston,  MA  02117. 

Boston  □  Andrew  Shea,  gay  photographer,  shows  works  at 
the  Fritz,  comer  of  Chandler  and  Berkeley  and  at  Little  Shop  of 
Horrors,  thru  3/18.  617/628-4826, 

Boston  □  Biker  Girls,  photographs  by  Meli  Solomon,  at  the 
Gallery  at  Light  Sources,  107  South  St.,  thru/3/7,  8:30-5:30pm. 
617/451-5230. 

26  Sunday 

Boston  □  Black  History  Month  Celebration,  featuring 
poetry,  prose,  music,  theater.  Kate  Rushin  is  one  of  the 
presenters.  The  Gallery  in  the  Piano  Craft  Bldg,  791  Tremont  St. 
3pm.  Presented  by  Black  Folks  Theater  Co.  and  Middle  Passage 
Educational  and  Cultural  Resources  Inc.  Free.  617/424-8849. 

Roxbury  □  National  Day  of  Mourning  for  Joseph  Beam. 

Spiritual  commemoration  includes  open  session,  music  and 
poetry.  First  Church,  0  Putnam  St.  near  Madison  Park  High 
School.  All  welcome.  2-5pm.  For  info  about  events  in  other 
cities,  call  NCBLG  at  313/537-0484. 

tl  JUU  IvAvw 

Boston  □  Nora  Mitchel,  author  of  Your  Skin  is  a  Country 

reads  at  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  673  Boylston  St.  6pm. 
617/267-3010. 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  dance.  1270  Boylston  St. 
6- 1 0pm.  $2/1. 

Boston  □  Italian  American  Lesbian  Potluck  Brunch. 

Ilam-3pm.  Info:  (Marianne)  617/522-8768. 

Cambridge  □  Sarah  Laughs  performs  at  the  Middle  East 
Cafe.  472  Mass.  Ave.  (Central  Square).  9pm.  617/354-8238. 

Boston  □  ACT-UP  open  house  in  the  Piemonte  room  of  City 
Hall.  3-7pm.  (see  also  weekly  listings). 

Cambridge  □  Asian  Lesbian  Potluck  sponsored  by  Alliance 
of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  7pm.  6I7/499-9S35. 

Malden  □  Lesbian  Faculty  Members  for  lesbian  academics. 
Potluck/Meeting.  4pm.  Near  Orange  line.  Info:  Karen, 
61 7/321-3569. 

Boston  □  Lesbians  in  Nursing.  Potluck:  New  group.  6pm. 
Info:  Betsy.  617/623-3636. 

Boston  □  Chiltem  Mountain  Club  crew  Organizational 
Meeting.  Hot  cider,  discussion  on  Gay  Games  in  Vancouver. 
8pm.  61 7/787-91 S4. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  Open 
House.  Forest  Hills  area.  7-9pm.  617/524-6826. 

Calendar  compiled  by 
Erik  Moore 


28  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Living  Well  Workshop  "Introduction  to  Nutri¬ 
tion."  May  be  most  relevant  to  those  who  are  HIV  positive.  16 
Haviland  St.  6pm.  617/267-0900. 

Waltham  □  Angela  Bowen:  "Mining  our  past  as  we  search 
for  our  future."  Int'l  Lounge,  Usdan,  Brandeis  U.  Women's 
Month  Series.  7pm.  617/736-3740. 

March  I  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Sex  and  Intimacy,  a  Living  Well  workshop  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Fenway  Health  Center.  93  Mass.  Ave.  6-8pm. 
617/267-0900. 

Cambridge  □  Robin  Morgan  author  of  The  Demon  Lover 

signs  her  books.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St. 
12:30- 1 :30pm.  617/876-5310. 

Cambridge  □  Visions  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Activism  in 
the  '90s,  a  Mass  ACT  OUT  forum.  ASL.  Harvard  Divinity 
School,  45  Francis  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  617/661-7737. 

Waltham  □  Jennifer  Jackamn  speaks  on  April  9th  National 
March  for  Women’s  Equality  and  Women's  Lives.  Alumni 
Lounge,  Usdan,  Brandeis  U.  Women's  Month  Series. 

2  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Boston  Gay/Lesbian  Pride  Committee  meets 
the  1st  Thursday  of  every  month.  Room  801,  City  Hall.  7pm. 
617/267-21 13. 

3  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  & 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  A  Lonely  Romance:  A  Story  of  Finding  Gay 
Love.  Benefits  Hospice  at  Mission  Hill.  8pm.  $6.  Camb. 
Multicultural  Arts  Ctr,  41  2nd  St.  617/577-1400. 

Brookline  □  Lesbian,  Bi,  and  Gay  Swing  and  Ballroom 
Dance.  8:30-9:15  free  lesson.  9: 1 5-midnight,  dance.  185  Corey 
Rd.,  2nd  floor.  $4. 

Cambridge  □  Defending  Abortion  Rights;  Susan  Yanow  of 
Reproductive  Rights  Network  speaks  in  Black  Rose  Series.  MIT 
room  9-150,  105  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  617/524-0781. 

Cambridge  □  Princess  Tam  Tam  and  Zouzou.  theatrical 
premieres  of  two  Josephine  Baker  films.  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brat¬ 
tle.  thru/3/9. 

4  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  March  On  Benefit  for  Hospice  at  Mission  Hill. 
Performance/Dance  party.  Camb.  Multicultural  Arts  Ctr,  41  2nd 
St.  9pm-midnight.  $10  .  617/577-1400. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  South  East  Gay  and  Lesbian  Country  Dance 
Series.  1st  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts. 
8-1  Ipm.  $S.  Info:  Barbara,  617/625-9166. 


Boston  □  When  Women  Lead  International  Women's  Day 
Celebration.  Films,  speakers,  refreshment.  Mass.  College  of  Art, 
Longwood  building.  Corner  of  Longwood  and  Brookline  Aves. 
5:30-9:30pm.  $3.  617/266-5150. 

9  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN's  production  night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near' 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  for  non-offending  male  sexual 
abuse  victims.  Chamber  of  Commerce  Conference  Room,  859 
Mass.  Ave.  8:30- 1 0pm.  617/498-9881. 

Boston  □  Massage  Intensive  a  Living  Well  workshop  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Fenway  Health  Center.  93  Mass.  Ave.  6-8pm. 
617/267-0900. 

Boston  □  Drop-in  night  for  women  concerned  about 

AIDS.  Fenway  Health  Center,  93  Mass  Ave,  3rd  floor. 
6:30-8pm.  Wheelchair  access.  617/267-0900. 

10  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  & 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Spring  Dance  by  Gays  at  MIT.  Lobdell  MIT 
Student  Center,  84  Mass.  Ave.  9pm- 1  am.  $3/4.  617/253-5440. 

Weekly  Events 

Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  is  planning 
a  new  training  session  for  individuals  to  work  on  their  24  hour 
hotline.  617/492-8306. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  Group  Sensual 
Massage.  For  gay,  bisexual  men,  thru  3/11.  551  Tremont  St., 
studio  406.  7:30pm.  $12.  617/522-9164. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of  Karate  and 
Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages,  abilities.  YWCA.  7  Temple 
St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm.  617/547-3889 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop. 
No  performance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  Women’s  Self- 
Defense  Classes  All  ages  and  abilities.  Meets  Wed.  eves..  Sat. 
afternoons  in  South  End.  617/574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  Sun¬ 
day  drop-in:  2-5pm.  6I7/3S4-6658. 

Brookline  □  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance  Classes  for  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  men.  I/8-3/5.  I636A  Beacon  St.  $55-60. 
617/522-1444. 


Roxbury  □  ACT  UPfBoston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345.  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College. 
7:00pm.  617/49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  2/28  Breaking  Up; 
3/7  Same  vs.  Opposite  Sex  Relationships.  Women's  Ctr.  46  Plea¬ 
sant,  7: 30- 1 Opm.  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  2/28  Shyness.  3/7  Odd 
Couples/Mismatches.  7-8:30pm.  The  Women's  Center  (see 
above). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  New  persons' 
meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet  separately  6:45-7:30; 
general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  617/354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass.  General 
Hospital,  lower  amphitheater  (next  to  emergency  room  en¬ 
trance).  7:30pm.  617/259-1559. 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  Lesbians  who  have  been 
sexually  harassed  at  work.  Wed.  or  Th.  617/492-7273. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  See  Sat.  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Brookline  □  Boston  Committee  Determined  to  Free 

Sharon  Kowalski  meets.  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  18  Williston 
Rd.  7pm.  617/661-0533. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  617/661-7737. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd  Th. 
every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church.  22  Main  St. 
7:30pm.  413/527-5310 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women.  New 
England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6: 30pm.  Info: 
Sara  Epstein,  617/979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  Walker  Memorial.  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  617/266-1129. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in  group 
for  women  who  have  been  raped.  617/492-RAPE. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group  for 
HIV  positive,  PWAs.  PWARCs  and  supporters.  Open  to  all  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana  508/755-3773. 

'/« 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  617/426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  3/3  Layla  Stone  and 
Eva  Schlesinger,  3/10  3rd  Birthday  Celebration.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant,  8pm-midnight.  617/354-8807  (TTY/votce). 


Dark  Habits.  Written  and  directed  by  Pedro 
Almodovar.  With  Christina  S.  Pascual,  Carmen 
Maura,  Julieta  Serrano,  Mari  Cariilo,  Chus  Lam- 
preave.  At  the  Nickelodeon  in  Boston,  February 
24-25.  Check  newspaper  listings  for  further  show¬ 
ings. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Twenty  minutes  into  Pedro 
Almodovar’s  1983  comedy  Dark 
Habits ,  the  Mother  Superior  of  the 
Sisters  of  the  Humble  Redeemers  (Julieta 
Serrano)  sits  on  the  edge  of  a  bed  with  the 
glamorous,  if  somewhat  tired  looking,  pop 
singer  Yolanda  (Christina  S.  Pascual)  and 
asks  her  if  she’d  like  some  heroin  to  relax. 
Yolanda  protests  a  bit  but  soon  the  tradi¬ 
tionally  dressed  nun  is  rolling  up  her  sleeves, 
cooking  a  little  smack  in  a  tablespoon  and  — 
after  tying  a  belt  around  her  arm  —  shooting 
up.  Yolanda  quickly  follows  suit  and  both 
women  begin  to  slip  into  something  more 
comfortable  —  oblivion. 

The  good  news  is  that  the  two  women  do 
not  share  needles,  cottons  or  syringes.  The 

Wj^^even  better  news  is  that  we 
are  in  the  middle  of  another 
MUIri  bizarre  movie  by  Pedro 
Almodovar  —  the  gay  Spanish  director 
whose  mega-hit  Women  on  the  Verge  of  a 
Nervous  Breakdown  has  just  been 
nominated  for  an  Academy  Award  and 
whose  Law  of  Desire  and  Matador  left  au¬ 
diences  laughing  and  gasping  in  their  seats. 
And  while  Dark  Habits  is  not  as  totally  suc¬ 
cessful  as  Women  on  the  Verge  or  as  daring 
and  explosive  as  Law  of  Desire,  it  is  con¬ 
stantly  engaging,  often  maniacally  funny, 
and  quite  oddly  touching  at  points. 
Everything  we  have  come  to  expect  from 
Almodovar  and  his  films. 

By  the  time  Mother  Superior  and  Yolanda 
resort  to  drugs  it  has  become  clear  that  all  of 
the  women  in  the  film  —  there  is  actually  on¬ 
ly  one  male  character,  a  priest  with  a  pen¬ 
chant  for  Hollywood  musicals  and  a 
nicotine  habit  which  causes  him  to  smoke 
even  during  Mass  —  are  on  the  verge  of 
various  nervous  breakdowns.  Yolanda  has 
accidentally  given  her  abusive  boyfriend 
some  heroin  laced  with  cyanide  and  is  on  the 
run  from  the  police.  She  ends  up  in  the 
Redeemers  because  Mother  Superior  —  who 
is  a  great  fan  of  Yolanda’s  and  clearly  in 
love  with  her  —  had  once  come  backstage  to 
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Chus  Lampreave  as  Sister  Rat  in  Dark  Habits 
ask  for  her  autograph  and  left  the  convent’s 
calling  card.  Mother  Superior  is  stressed  out 
because  the  once  affluent  Redeemers,  who 
had  specialized  in  helping  young  women  in 
trouble,  have  now  fallen  on  hard  times.  The 
nuns’  principal  benefactor,  The  Marquesa 
(Mari  Cariilo),  has  stopped  giving  them 
money  and  the  nuns  are  selling  all  of  the 
convent’s  art  and  furnishings  to  buy  drugs. 
Not  only  is  Mother  Superior  on  heroin,  but 
Sister  Manure  (the  nuns  have  all  taken 
names  like  Sister  Rat,  Sister  Snake,  Sister 
Sin)  enjoys  having  visions  helped  along  with 
tabs  of  acid.  And  to  make  matters  worse 
they  have  not  had  a  fallen  woman,  a 
murderess,  or  even  a  young  thief  ask  for 
their  help  in  years.  Talk  about  a  career 
crisis. 

A  great  deal  of  the  humor  in  Dark  Habits 
comes  from  what  we  now  expect  in  an 
Almodovar  film:  there  are  the  quirky 
behaviors  like  Sister  Sin  (Carmen  Maura) 


playing  the  bongos  and  feeding  hunks  of 
meat  to  her  pet  tiger.  There  are  the  queer 
juxtapositions  such  as  Sister  Rat  (Chus 
Lampreave)  also  being  the  author  —  under 
the  name  of  Carmen  Tora  —  of  bodice- 
ripping  trash  novels.  And  the  graceful,  but 
odd,  camera  work  which  is  always  seeming 
to  dislocate  not  only  our  sense  of 
geographic,  but  also  emotional,  space.  And 
as  with  Law  of  Desire,  and  to  some  degree 
Women  on  the  Verge,  there  is  the  campish 
desire  to  fetishize  all  sorts  of  objects:  fan¬ 
tastic  dresses,  religious  statues,  party 
decorations,  and  even  the  black  somber 
habits  of  the  nuns  themselves.  Like  Rainer  Werner 
Fassbinder,  Almodovar  has  managed  to 
create  a  film  style,  which,  while  focusing  on 
quirky  externals  and  ephemera,  can  tell  us 
an  enormous  amount  about  his  character’s 
thoughts  and  emotions.  This  seems  to  be  a 
singularly  gay  male  technique  in  which  inner 
reality  is  transposed  onto  the  external  world 
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and  exhibited  through  odd  and  extravagant 
artifacts  and  surroundings. 

But  beneath  all  the  filmic  playfulness, 
Dark  Habits  is  quite  somber  in  its  emotional 
impact.  Like  Law  of  Desire  —  which  it 
resembles  more  than  any  of  the  other 
Almodovar  films  —  it  is  a  meditation  on  the 
nature  of  desire  and  the  seeming  impossibili¬ 
ty  of  human  relationships.  Mother  Superior 
is  clearly  in  love  with  Yolanda  but  she  can’t 
step  out  of  her  role  as  a  Redeemer  to  really 
relate  to  her;  besides  heroin,  she  is  hooked  on 
being  seen  as  a  savior  rather  than  an  equal. 
The  other  nuns  also  have  their  own  com¬ 
pulsive  behaviors.  For  example,  Sister  Sin  is 
always  clearing,  washing  and  scrubbing 
dishes  and  tables.  As  in  Law  of  Desire  it  is 
human  emotion  that  causes  all  of  the 
troubles,  emotion  that  disrupts  logical  and 
ordered  lives.  In  Dark  Habits  Almodovar 
presents  a  broad  range  of  human  experience 
as  perfectly  normal  experience  —  from  drug 
use  to  compulsive  cleaning  to  extravagant 
cabaret  singing;  the  dangerous  experience  is 
feeling  emotions:  the  dark  habit  of  loving. 

As  usual  with  an  Almodovar  Film  the  ac¬ 
ting  is  uniformly  great.  Julieta  Serrano’s 
Mother  Superior  is  both  funny  and 
touching.  Serrano  played  the  wronged  wife 
in  Women  on  the  Verge  and  while  that  per¬ 
formance  was  on  the  cartoonish  side  she  is 
vulnerable  and  affecting  here.  Carmen 
Maura  (the  lead  in  Women)  plays  Sister  Sin 
here,  and  although  the  role  is  small,  she  is  a 
delight  as  she  feeds  her  pet  tiger,  cradles  a 
chicken  about  as  though  it  is  an  infant  or 
looks  with  dismay  on  a  table  strewn  with 
party  favors  and  half-eaten  food  ready  to  be 
cleaned  up.  As  Yolanda,  Christina  S. 
Pascula  looks  as  though  she  has  stumbled 
out  of  an  old  Hollywood  musical  and  into  a 
surrealist  nightmare  in  which  black  habits 
and  gold  sequins  are  perfect  complements. 
Her  final  goodbye  number  for  the  nuns  is  a 
sexy,  sultry  love  song  to  the  Mother 
Superior  and  Pascula  performs  it  in  a  dead 
serious  camp  style  which  engenders  laughs 
as  well  as  tears.  (One  note:  the  video  print  of 
the  Film  contains  an  earlier  song  by  Yolanda 
—  a  Spanish  version  of  “Feelings”  —  which 
has  been  cut  out  of  this  theatrical  version.) 
Dark  Habits  is  not  the  best  Almodovar  — 
Women  is  tighter  and  Law  of  Desire  more 
inventive  —  but  it  is  a  treasure  box  of  wit, 
sentiment  and  sly  emotional  insight.  □ 
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51  Stuart  Street  Boston  Massachusetts  02116  Info  Line:  330-8669 


SAT.,  APRIL  1 


8:00  PM-JORDAN  HALL 

AT  NEW  ENGLAND  CONSERVATORY 

TICKETS  $18,  $14,  &  $9 

AT  TICKETRON,  OUT  OF  TOWN, 
B0STIX,  GLAD  DAY  &  FRITZ 

GROUP  SALES  &  CHARGE 
TICKETS  CALL  482-2527 


ROBERT  BARNEY,  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 

BOSTON 

GAY 

MEN'S 

CHORUS 

SPECIAL  GUEST:  NANCY  ARMSTRONG 


